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For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
ON THE DUTY OF WATCHFULNESS. 


The present condition of belie- 
vers is spoken of in Scripture as a 
state of warfare. All the corrupt 
propensities of our nature, and all 
the machinations of the prince of 
darkness, are represented as array- 
ed against us, and we are exhorted 
to take all the panophy of heaven 
for our defence. This figure is well 
calculated to impress us with an 
alarming sense of the arduous na- 
ture of our calling, and of the nu- 
merous dangers by which we are 
beset. Many duties common to 
the soldier and the Christian might 
be mentioned as useful subjects of 
contemplation. The following re- 
marks are confined to that of watch- 
fulness. 

The command to “ watch and 
pray,” may be considered as a sum- 
mary of these directions by which 
we are guided toa blessed immor- 
tality. If we examine our feelings, 
our conduct and its motives, with 
due attention, pray sincerely to be 
“ delivered from evil,” to be led in- 
to all good, and live consistently, 
we may hope to hear the exclamation, 
“ well done, thou good and faithful 
servant.” The duties of watchful- 
ness and prayer, are perhaps, equal- 
ly important : They are both indis- 
pensible to our salvation, and are 
both greatly neglected ; bnt the 
greater neglect of watchfulness 


gives it a superior claim to our pre- 
sent attention. We read of holy 
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men of old, who prayed thrice a 
day, and watched continually ; and 
we know many modern professed 
Christians who pray twice a day, 
while their conduct plainly shows 
they watch but a very small part of 
their time. 

If the present life terminated our 
existence, the motives to watchful- 
ness would still be numerous and 
streng. The passions, pleasures, 
and inclinations of our nature are 
so nearly the same in all, that self- 
knowledge is necessarily connected 
with some knowledge of human na- 
ture. Cicero directs those who 
would be orators to study their own 
hearts, that they may know the 
hearts of others. Every writer on 
metaphysics must make his own 
mind the principal field of observa- 
tion in his process of induction. 
Jt is a strict examination of the dis- 
position and workings of his own 
mind, which enables the historian to 
determine the motives, which influ- 
enced the legislators, kings, and 
demagogues of antiquity. The poet 
by his own passion excites corres- 
ponding emotions in his readers. In 
short, whoever would influence, 
teach, please, or even make his 
way quietly through the world, © 
must exercise so much watchful- 
ness, as occasionally to turn his 
thoughts back upon themselves, and 
examine the inward workings of his 
mind, and the motives of his con- 
duct. With what anxious solici- 
tude then should he peruse the tab- 
let of his heart, who believes that in 
it 1s recorded his eternal destiny. 
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Though our sins are many and 
Various, yet the peculiar tempera- 
ment, age, condition or education of 
each individual, exposes him more 
immediately to those of a certain 
class, called by St. Paul, “the sin 
which doth so easily beset us.” A 
sanguine temperament exposes us to 
all the dangers of fanaticism, mis- 
guided zeal, and a rash confidence in 
our own opinion ; a melancholy, to 
discontent, suspicion and misan- 
throphy. Choleric persons may be 
obnoxious to the violence of ungov- 
ernable passion, and a phlegmatic 
constitution may render us unfeeling 
and selfish. The thoughtless ardor 
of youth may betray us into rash- 
ness, or hurry us on to dissipation. 
The pursuits of riper years may in- 
cline us to jealousy and malice, or 
lead us to intrigue and circumven- 
tion. A life spent in the acquisi- 
tion of wealth may render us cove- 
tious. Greatness and prosperity 
may introduce vanity, self-confi- 
dence, aud pride. Poverty may 
occasion murmurings, and dishones- 
ty. A temporary devotional spirit 
may lull us into security, or fill us 
with spiritual pride, and a negli- 
gence of a public profession of 
Christianity may be construed by us 
into humility. Habit, example, 
precept, and in short, all the cir- 
cumstances and casualities of liie, 
exert an influence upon our charac- 
ters, and help to constitute the pe- 
culiarity of our besetting sin. This 
is not all.. The dangers to which 
we are exposed, are not only nume- 
rous, and on every side, but are 
continually varying. Our advance 
in age, and the necessary change of 
circumstances around us, work a 
corresponding alteration in our 
minds, and by consequence, in our 
peculiar temptations. Sometimes 


they steal upon us by slow, uniform, 
and almost imperceptible advances ; 
at others, they have no sooner taken 
one distinct form, than they begin to 
assume another. 


The most vigilant 


On the Duty of Watchfulness. 
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and unceasing watchfulness can a- 
lone discover to us an enemy so se- 
cret and dangerous. It is not suffi- 
cient, that, by a strict and unweari- 
ed attention to our conduct, and _ its 
motives, we obtain a knowledge of 
our characters, at any given period ; 
but, this attention must be continued 
through life. Every change of ex- 
ternal circumstances should be anx- 
iously observed, and every new dan- 
ger provided against. Well, there- 
fore, are we exhorted, “ watch and 
pray that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion.” 

The order of words in this di- 
recton, seems intended to corres- 
pond to the order of these duties.— 
We can hardly conceive of prayers 
being performed with a proper spirit 
of devotion, without being preceded 
by watchfulness. How is it possi- 
ble, without a knowledge of our- 
selves, of our wants, and infirmities, 
to ask for what is necessary, or to 
ask for any thing with due earnest- 
ness? We should deride the in- 
consistency of his conduct, who 
should frequently petition his prince 
for favours, without knowing what it 
was that he wanted, what would be 
injurious, or beneficial to him: or 
what was his real rank in the com- 
munity: Still more inconsistent is 
his conduct, who, without considera- 
tion of his sins, his wants, or his 
blessings, applies daily to the throne 
of grace, for those things which are 
necessary to his soul’s good. He 
may indeed utter those words, which 
would convey to another person, a 
general idea of his wants. But he 
who needs not the medium of lan- 
guage to desern the secrets of the 
soul, is not deceived. He is not to 
be “ honoured with our lips, while 
our hearts are far from him.” His 
final decision will, doubtless, show 
us that such prayers are an abomina- 
tion in his sight. There is little 
probability that any person who has 
lived without prayer, will voluntari- 
ly commence private devotion, with- 
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out some previous attention to his 
character and conduct ; but the force 
of youthful habit may cause a long 
continuance of secret prayer, and 
our station in society may be such, 
that a show of devotion becomes 
necessary for our respectability and 
success in life. Prayer from such a 
motive, when it impresses others 
with a beliefof our sincerity, may 
be productive of good in its influence 
as an example, and is preferable to a 
total neglect of this duty ; but it 
can obtain for us neither the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, nor the 
advantages which real devotion is in 
in itself, calculated to produce. He 
who earnestly prays the Lord to give 
him true repentance, to forgive all 
his sins, negligences, and ignoran- 
ces, and to endue him with the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, will, from 
mere consistency, endeavor to live 
accordingly. But whoever utters 
them, inthe manner he necessarily 
must who neglects watchfulness, will 
find his heart or his conduct little 
benefitted. One important reason 
for preferring a form of prayer to 
an extemporary effusion, is, that we 
know better what we have asked for, 
are led to a more definite trust in the 
mercy of God, and are more strong- 
ly prompted to regulate our lives 
according to our devotion, This 
argument applies with increased 
force to the duty of watchfulness. If 
that prayer is less efficacious on 
which we can not previously con- 
template, and which we cannot af- 
terwards review: how worthless 
must that be, on which the attention 
is hardly fixed, even at the time it 
is pronounced. He who keeps an 
eye of anxious watchfulness over all 
the motions of his mind, knows and 
feels his wants, and in sincerity, he 
offers his petition for divine assist- 
ance. Heis the experienced mari- 
ner who sees a tempest in the clond 
that spots the verge of heaven, and 
anticipating the distant danger, 
makes timely provision for his safe- 
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ty. He solicits the assistance of 
him, whom the winds and the 
storms obey, and confident in the 
guidance of sucha pilot, sails fear- 
lessly along the troubled ocean of a 
sinful world. 

It is natural for us to desire an 
equality with others. Hence infi- 
dels, and others destitute of religious 
principle, wish to appear equally vir- 
tuous with professed Christians ; and 
unwilling to conform to the requisi- 
tions of the gospel, are glad to sink 
the followers of our Saviour to a lev- 
el with themselves. They are ever 
ready to point out and magnify the 
errors and failings of pious men, and 
to exhibit them not oniy to the dis- 
grace of individuals, but of Chris- 
tianity itself. Since the time of Mr. 
Hume, the adversaries of our reli- 
gion have ceased from all candid and 
open opposition, and have indirectly 
assailed it with hints, sneers, irony, 
and ridicule. How ought we then 
to “be perfect even as our Saviour 
was perfect? and strive not only to 
avoid sin, but to prevent our “ good 
being evil spoken of.” But we are 
too prone to act as though no jeal- 
ous eye of man, or any heart search- 
ing glance of Omniscience followed 
us. Let all then be watchful. Let 
him who pours out the overflowings 
of a zealous heart, in prayer, that 
God will grant spiritual grace to all 
nations, but who “ is angry with his 
brother without a cause,’ watch. 
Let him who “ fasteth twice a week” 
but giveth nothing “to feed the 
poor” watch. Let him who pro- 
fesseth that he is Christ’s, while the 
levity of his deportment disagrees 
with his profession, watch Let bim 
who giveth much in charity, but who 
hath not turned his thoughts to the 
natural depravity of his heart, watch. 
In short, whatever may be our at- 
tainments in piety, temptations to 
sin are ever near and require of usa 
watchfulness the most strict, vigilant, 


and unceasing. 
P. 
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Constitution of the Theological So- 
ciity of the General Seminary, 
adopted at New-Haven. on Mon- 
day, the 30th of September, 1820, 
and revised at New-York, on 
Monday, the 23d of December, 
1822. 

Article 1. This society shall be 
denominated The Theological Soct- 
ety of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. 

Art. 2. The object of this socie- 
ty shall be, as determined by the 
Statutes, (chap. x.) viz.: “ for the 

urpose of discussing questions, de- 

Setins theses or sermons, declama- 
tion, and exercises in reading, and 
for other objects connected with lite- 
rary and theological improvement ; 
and particularly for such religious 
exercises as are calculated to excite 
and cherish evangelical affection and 
pious habits.” 

Art. 3. This society shall be 
composed of the students of the a- 
bove-mentioned seminary. 

Art. 4. One half of the mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum. 

Art. 5. One of the professors 
shall preside at each meeting of the 
society, agreeably to such arrange- 
ments as may be made by the fac- 
ulty. 

Art. 6. At the first regular meet- 
ing of the society in each session, 
there shall be chosen, by ballot, a 
vice-president and secretary, who 
shall enter upon the duties of their 
offices at the next regular meeting 
after their election ; and the society 
shall have power to supply any va- 
cancies in these offices at any regu- 
lar meeting. 

Art. 7. The vice-presidents 
shall preside at all meetings of the 
society in the absence of the pro- 
fessors. And, if the vice-president 
also be absent, the society shall elect 
a chairman. 

Art. 8. The presiding officer 
shall take the question on all mo- 
tions, appoint all committees, deter- 





mine all questions of order ; and, if 
he think proper, may give his opin- 
ion on all subjects of debate imme- 
diately after their discussion. 

Art.9. It shall be the duty of 
the secretary to record all the pro- 
ceedings of the society, keep all its 
books and papers, and act also as 
treasurer. 

Art.10. The society shall meet 
as provided for by the Statutes, 
(chap. x.) weekly, on Saturday, or 
on such other day as may be ap- 
pointed by the by-laws. 

Art. 11. Every meeting of the 
society shall be opened and closed 
with offices of devotion, appointed 
by the faculty. 

Art. 12. The second regular 
meeting in each year, and every 
second subsequent meeting, shall be 
appropriated to such religious exer- 
cises as are calculated to excite and 
cherish evangelical affections and 
pious habits. For this purpose, af- 
ter appropriate devotions prescribed 
by the faculty, a member shall read 
a dissertation on some religious top- 
ic of a practical nature; on the 
subject of which, the members shall 
be invited to make remarks, with a 
view to their advancement in the 
graces and virtues of the Christian 
life, and in the dispositions and hab- 
its required by the holy calling for 
which they are preparing. And the 
other meetings shall be appropriated 
to declamation, the reading of a the- 
sis on some theological topic, and 
the discussion of some question in 
divinity. 

Art. 13. By-laws may be made 
at any meeting of the society, bya 
majority of the votes of the mem- 
bers present; but the by-laws shall 
be submitted to the faculty at their 
next meeting, and, if disapproved 
of by them, shall be thenceforward 
repealed. 

Art. 14. Amendments to this 
constitution may be proposed, either 
by the faculty, or by the society, 
and when adopted by either, shall 
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be reported to the other ; and, on 
being adopted by two-thirds of each, 
shall be considered as a part of this 
constitution. 


io 


From the Christian Jouraal. 


MISREPRESENTATIONS OF ARMINIAN- 
ISM. 


In a late number of the Christian 
Journal, I was led to notice the oblo- 
quy heaped upon Arminianism by a 
certain class of writers. It was no 
part of the object then before me to 
show that this obloquy is undeserv- 
ed. This, however, can easily be 
done: itis no “ heresy ;” it is no 
“ monster ;” both which names have 
rather urgently been applied to it. 
They who know what Arminianism 
is, know that it embodies all the 
great and distinguishing doctrines of 
the gospel. This I am now to prove. 
But lest a question be raised as to 
the impartiality of a defence coming 
from a soldier of the anti-Calvinistic 
ranks, I shall use the unexceptiona- 
ble remarks of a son of the kirk of 
Scotland. The article “ Arminian- 
ism,” in the New Edingburgh En- 
cyclopedia, is the authority I quote. 

While on the subject, it will not 
be irrelevant to adduce the farther 
testimony of this article in relation 
to two other points, besides doctrin- 
al purity, in which Arminianism is 
interested. 

That the author of this article in 
the Encyclopedia is a Calvinist, is 
evident from the who.e tone of the 
article. ‘Though he treats “ genu- 
ine unadulterated Arminianism” ve- 
ry respectfully, he gives his opinion, 
that it is “ less scriptural, and less 
logical than Calvinism.” But I pro- 
ceed to the subjects before me. 

First. A full and complete justif- 
cation of Arminian doctrine is fur- 
nished by this writer; who, on the 
whole, is sufficiently impartial. I 
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ask the attention of the reader to the 
following extract. I would also de- 
sire him to compare it with the mis- 
representations of this creed which 
are current in our day, and in our 
land : such as “ the three envenom- 
ed monsters of Arminian, Socinian, 
and Papal errors.” A large quota- 
tion is given, in order to afford a pret- 
ty full view of one of these “ mon- 
sters.”’ 

“ Arminianism is to be consider- 
ed asa separation from Calvinism, 
with regard to the doctrines of un- 
conditional election, particular re- 
demption, and other points necessa- 
rily resulting from these. The Cal- 
vinists held, that God had elected a 
certain portion of the human race 
to eternal life, passing by the rest, 
or rather dooming them to everlast- 
ing destruction ; that God’s election 
proceeded upon no prescience of the 
moral principles and character of 
those whom he had thus predestina- 
ted, but originated solely in the mo- 
tions of his free and sovereign mer- 
cy ; that Christ died for the elect on- 
ly, and therefore that the merits of 
his death can avail for the salvation 
of none but them ; and that they are 
constrained by the irresistible pow- 
er of divine grace to accept of him 
as their Saviour. To this doctrine, 
that of Arminius and his legitimate 
followers stands opposed. ‘They do 
not deny an election ; but they deny 
that it is absolute and unconditional. 
They argue, that an election of this 
kind is inconsistent with the charac- 
ter of God, that it destroys the liber- 
ty of the human will, that it contra- 
dicts the language of Scripture, and 
that it tends to encourage a careless 
and licentious practice in those by 
whom it is believed. ‘Fhey main- 
tain, that God has elected these on- 
ly who, according, not to his decree, 
but his foreknowledge, and in the 
exercise of their natural powers of 
self-determination, acting under the 
influence of his grace, would possess 
that faith and holiness. to which sal- 
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vation is annexed in the gospel 
scheme. And those who are not 
elected are allowed to perish, not 
because they were not elected, but 
merely and solely in consequence of 
their infidelity and disobedience ; on 
account, indeed, of which infidelity 
and disobedie nce being foreseen by 
God, their election did not take 
place. They hold that Christ died 
for all men in the literal and un- 
restricted sense of that phrase ; that 
his atonement is able, both from its 
own merit, and from the intention of 
him who appointed it, to expiate the 
guilt of every individual ; that every 
individual is invited to partake of the 
benefits which it has procured ; that 
the grace of God is offered to make 
the will comply with this invitation, 
but that this grace may be resisted 
and rendered ineffectual by the sin- 
ner’s perversity. Whether true be- 
lievers necessarily persevered, or 
whether they might fall from their 
faith, and forfeit their state of grace, 
was a question which Arminius left 
unresolved, but which was soon de- 
termined by his followers in this ad- 
ditional proposition, that saints may 
fall from the state of grace in which 
they are placed by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit. This indeed seems 
to follow asa corollary, from what 
Arminius maintained respecting the 
natural freedom and corruption of 
the will, and the resistibility of di- 
vine gra:e.”’ 

The reader may compare the a- 
bove with the 17th article, and see, 
with the help of a very moderate the- 
ological skill, that that article is not 
Calvinistic. 

Secondly. To expose another 
misrepresentation of Arminianism, I 
would bring to the reader’s notice 
the common practice of naming eve- 
ry point and every shade of sound 
gospel doctrine, Calvinism ; and beg 
him to contrast this misnomer with 
the subjoined extract.—If we object 
to high Calvinism, there is always 
offered as some lower form of doc- 
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trine which is called by that name. 
If we urge against it, that it main- 
tains absolute election and reproba- 
tion, Christ’s dying for only a few, 
irresistible grace, and the like, we 
often hear those tenets disclaimed ; 
yet, when we ask the name of the 
creed thus pruned, it is still denomi- 
nated Cslyinism. We further in- 
quire, Why call yon it by this name ? 
Because, forsooth, it declares the cor- 
ruption of man, the necessity of the 
Spirit to change him, and of the 
Saviour to be his redemption and his 
righteousness. Thus the opinion is 
spread, and that pretty industriously 
that all who believe these truths are 
Calvinists.—On this point, howev- 
er, hear the testimony of our article 
inthe Encyclopedia. 

“ It may now be proper to men- 
tion some tenets with regard to 
which Arminianism has been much 
misrepresented. Ifa man holds that 
good works are necessary to justifi- 
cation ;* if he maintain that faith in- 
cludes good works in its own nature; 
if he reject the doctrine of original 
sin ;if he deny that divine grace is 
requisite for the whole work of sanc- 
tification ; 1f he speak ef human vir- 
tue as meritorious in the sight of 
God ; it is very generally concluded 
that he is an Arminian. But the 
truth is, that a man of such senti- 
ments is more properly a disciple of 
the Pelagian and Socinian schools. 
To such sentiments pure Arminian- 
ism is as diametrically opposite as 
Calvinism itself is. The genuine 


* Not final justification at the bar of 
God, for there we are judged according 
to our works; but that justification 
which is synonimous with coming im 
this iife to a state of grace. Works 
done before being in the grace of Christ 
say our articles, are not acceptable. 
They cannot be accepted till we are in 
this grace: of course they do not con- 
tribute to this justification. The “faith” 
immediately mentioned appertains also 
to the coming into a state of grace ; for 
after being in that state we ‘“‘ shew our 
faith by eur works.” 
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Arminians admit the corruption of 
human nature in its full extent.— 
They admit that we are justified by 
faith only. They admit that our 
justification originates solely in the 
grace of God. ‘They admit that the 
procuring and meritorious cause «! 
our justification is the righteousness 
of Christ.”* They admit, in fine, 
that the work of sanctification, from 
its very commencement to its perfec- 
tion in glory, is carried on by the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, which 
is the gift of God by Jesus Christ. 
So sound, indeed, are the Arminians 
with respect to the doctrine of justi- 
fication,” “ that those who look into 
the writings of Arminius may be 
disposed to suspect him of having 
even exceeded Calvin in orthodoxy.” 

What a terrible “ monster” such 
acreed must be! whata “ heresy |” 
How glaring its deficiency in those 
delectable points which distingiush 
genuine” Calvanism ! 

Thirdly. The last misrepresenta- 
tion of Arminianism I am to notice 
is, the taking from it the honour of 
promoting a spirit of union among 
Christians, and ascribing that hon- 
our toCalvinism. Schemes are agi- 
tated, at the present day, of a half- 
union, or comprehension, or inter- 
mixture of diflerent denominations, 


* We omit a passage here, which as- 
cribes to Arminius the tenet, that ‘ jus- 
tification :mplies not merely present for- 
givness of sin, but acceptance to ever- 
lasting happiness.” The words quoted 
from Arminius express by no means so 
unqualified a certainty of final bliss, 
** collationem juris in hereditatem vite 
eterne,” the grant of a right in the in- 
heritance of eternal life. A grant ofa 
right is not always a guarantee of actu- 
al possession. The pope, and the kings 
of Spain, granted, to certain adventu- 
rers, a right to parts of America; but it 
rested with the latter to overcome the 
natives and make good their right. So 
in the justification mentioned, we ob- 
tain the grant of a right io the heavenly 
country; but we must conquer many 
sooner before we can gain possession 
of it. 
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with as wide a latitude of opinion as 
is consistent with holding the Catho- 
lic doctrines, the Trinity, the Atone- 
ment, &c.: and on these schemes 
the opponents of Arminianism pride 
themselves vastly. They offer the 
whole range between high and low 
Calvinism, so called, as affording a 
wide enough liberty of doctrine. I 
am at present only concerned with 
the popular mistake of connecting 
this liberalising plan with the Cal- 
vanistic name.—It was actually a 
project of Arminius, long ago; as 
another reference to the _Encyclope- 
dia will prove. 

‘“ The same temper of mind which 
led him to renounce the peculiarities 
of Calvinism, induced him also to 
adopt more enlarged and liberal 
views of church-communion than 
those which had hitherto prevailed. 
While he maintained that the mercy 
of God is not confined to a chosen 
few, he conceived it to be quite in- 
consistent with the genius of Chris« 
tianity, that men of that religion 
should keep at a distance from each 
other, and constitute separate church- 
es merely because they differed in 
their opinions as to some of its doc- 
trinal articles. He thought that 
Christians of all denominations 
should form one great community, 
united and upheld by the bonds of 
charity and brotherly love ; with the 
exception, however, of the Roman 
Catholics, who, on account of their 
idolatrous worship, and persecuting 
spirit, must be unfit members of such 
a society.” He did not mean to in- 
sinuate that a difference of opinion 
was of no consequence at all ; that 
they who thought one way were 
just as right as they who thought a 
contrary way ; or that men have no 
occasion to be solicitous about the 
religious tenets which they hold. 
He did not mean to give up his own 
system as equally true, or equally 
false with that of Calvin.” « But 
he endeavoured in the first place, to 
assert liberty of conscience and of 
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worship ; and then upon that funda- 
mental principle, to persuade all 
Christians, however divided in opin- 
ion, to lay aside the distinctions of 
sectand party, and in one united 
body to consult that tranquility and 
peace which is so agreeable to the 
Christian name. This we conceive 
to have been the object of Armin- 
ius,” “ and to constitute the true glo- 
ry of Arminianism.” 

And here I cannot but remark,— 
if this plan of Arminius, with his 
sound and moderate doctrines, prov- 
ed abortive, who can hope for a bet- 
ter issue to the projects nuw holding 
out their attractions to the religious 
world ? 

In conclusion, I would ask more 
toleration for the name Arminian. 
I am far from wishing that name to 
be identified with our denomination; 
since our articles are older than the 
theology of this teacher, and are ex- 
pressed in language somewhat differ- 
ent, and not quite so definite in some 
constructive particulars. The stan- 
dards of our church cover a little 
broader ground than the Arminian 
creed ; and it would be an injury to 
narrow them, by our assuming that 
name. This commendation, how- 
ever, may be justly claimed for Ar- 
minius ; that his theology is far more 
accurately scriptural than that of 
Calvin. MILES. 


el 


From the Missionary Register. 


New Code of Laws for the Georgi- 
an Islands. 


The remoddling of a state, hither- 
to heathen, on Christian principles, 
under all the freshness and vigour 
of impression from those principles 
being just received, is an object per- 
fectly new in this latter age of the 
world. What has however taken 
place in this respect, in some of the 
smaller islands of the Pacific, is but 
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the prelude, we trust, of what will 
ere long follow on a far larger scale 
in other heathen lands. 

The new code of Otaheitean 
laws was enacted by the late king 
and the chiefs, in concurrence with 
the people, and were immediately 
printed, and posted up in every dis- 
trict ; so that the people, having in 
general learnt to read, have beceme 
well acquainted with their civil and 
social duties. 


Introduction to the Code. 


Pomare, by the grace of God, 
king of Tahiti, Moorea, and all sur- 
rounding lands, &c. &c. to all his 
faithful subjects, greeting, in the 
name of the true God. God, in 
his great mercy, has sent his word 
among us. We have embraced this 
word, that we may be saved. We 
desire to regard the commandments 
which he has given us. In order 
therefore, that our conduct may be- 
come like the conduct of those who 
love God, we make known unto you 
the following laws of Tahiti. 


Nineteen heads of the Code. 


1. of murder. 2. Of robbery. 
3. Of depredations committed by 
swine. 4, Of stolen property. 5. 
Of lost property. 6. Of buying 
and selling. 7. Of Sabbath-break- 
ing. 8. Of stirring up war. 9. Of 
a, man with two wives. 10. Of 
wives that were cast off before the 
reception of the Gospel. 11. Of 
adultery. 12. Of forsaking wife or 
husband. 13. Of not providing 
food for the wife. 14. Of mar- 
riage. 15. Of raising false reports. 
16. Of the judges. 17. Of trying 
cases. 18. Of the courts of justice. 
19. Of the laws in general. 

Article 16 contains the names of 
the judges, 400 in number. Arti- 
cles 18 and 19, prescribe, that courts 
of justice shall be erected all areund 
Otaheite and Elmeo—-that they 
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shall be used solely for the adminis- 
tration of justice—that a printed 
copy of the laws shall be posted on 
every such house of judgment—and 
that the chiefs in the severai dis- 
tricts shall support the execution 
thereof. Murder is made punisha- 
ble by death. 

Modifications in these laws, will, 
of course, continually be found ne- 
cessary, in order to adapt them to 
the new and untried state of society 
for which they are designed. The 
intelligence of the missionaries will, 
doubtless, be applied to this object, 
as it has been already beneficially 
employed in framing the code. 


Specimens of three laws. 


We subjoin these three speci- 
mens, that our readers may the 
more fully enter into the condition 
of this new and interesting commu- 
nity. 


Law on buying and selling. 


When a person buys any proper- 
ty, let him consider well before he 
gives his property in exchange for 
the property of another. If he 
exchanges property with another, 
and has taken the exchanged prop- 
erty away, and shortly after wishes 
to have his own returned, his wish 
shal! not be granted, unless the other 
party is agreeable. If any damage 
be found on the property, which 
had not been discovered at the time 
of exchanging, it may be returned ; 
but if the damage was known at the 
time of exchanging, it shall not be 
returned, If a person exchanges 
property fora person who is sick, 
the sick person shall be allowed to 
see the property received in ex- 
change ; and if he does not like it, 
it shall be returned. Persons must 
not undervalue nor cry down the 
property of others: itis very bad. 
The persons who are buying or 
selling, let they themselves buy and 
38 
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sel] without the interference of those 
who have nothing at alto do with 
the matter. 


Law against Sabbath-breaking. 


It is a great sin in the eye of God 
to work on the Sabbath day. Let 
that which agrees with the word of 
God be done ; and that which does 
not, let that be left alone. No hou- 
ses or canoes must be built, no land 
must be cultivated, nor any work 
done, nor must persons go any long 
distance, on a Sabbath day. If they 
desire to hear a missionary preach, 
they may go, although it be a long 
distance ; but let not the excuse of 
going to hear the word of God be 
the cover for some other business : 
let not this be done: it is evil.— 
Those who desire to hear missiona 
ries preach ona Sabbath, let them 
come near at hand on the Saturday : 
that is good. Persons on the first 
offence shall be warned ;_ but if they 
be obstinate and persist, they shall 
be compelled to do work for the 
king. The judges shall appoint the 
work. 


Law against raising false reports. 


If a person raises a false report of 
another, as of murder or blasphe- 
my, stealing, or any thing bad, that 
person commits a great sin : the pun- 
ishment of those who do so, is this : 
he must make a path four miles 
long and four yards wide—he must 
clear all the grass, &c. away, and 
make ita good path. If a person 
raises a false report of another, but 
which may be less injurious than 
that of blasphemy, &c. he shall 
make a path of one or two miles in 
length, and four yards-wide. If a 
false report be raised about some 
very trifling affair, no punishment 
shall be awarded. When the paths 
are made, the person who is the 
owner of the land where the ways 
are made, shall keep them in repair : 
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let them be high in the middle, that 
the water, in wet weather may run 
down on each side. Should the re- 
lations of the person who is requi- 
red to make a path wish to assist 
him, they are at liberty to do so. — 
The chiefs of the land where the 
man is at work, must provide him 
food ; he must not be ill-treated ; he 
must not be compelled to work, 
without ceasing, from morning ‘till 
night ; but when he is tired, let him 
cease, and begin again next day ; 
and when he has finished what he 
was appointed to do, he has fulfilled 
his punishment. The judges shall 
make known to persons raising false 
reports, the ponishment which they 
shall undergo. 

The missionaries remark, that 
the good effect of this law in partic- 
ular, has been very apparent. 


Se 
SUNDAY SCHOOL ADDRESS. 


The Gospel Advocate for the 
past month, contains an Address, 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, in 
St. Paul’s Church, Monday, June 30, 
1823, P.M. atthe Anniversary of 
the Sunday School; to which is added, 
anaddress from the Altar to the Chil- 
dren of the School. We feel great 
pleasure in copying the following in- 
teresting extract from the former, to- 
gether with the entire Address to 
the childreu; and to recommend 
them to the particular attention of 
our readers. 

But, my brethren, while I look 
forward to the permanent opera- 
tion of this Sunday School, as a 
most powerful instrument for the 
promotion of sound religion, you 
will permit me to observe, that its 
success will depend, almost entirely, 
upon the promptness, the zeal, and 
the stability, with which you may 

second my endeavours. If the par- 
ents will not encourage their chil- 
dren to learn their lessons, or if there 
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shall be any reluctance to undertake 
the labour of instructing, you will at 
once perceive, that my exertions will 
have a very limited influence. Al- 
low me, then, to ask your attention 
to some few remarks on the impor- 
tance of catechetical instruction to 
your children. 

“That habits,” says a sensible 
writer,* “ are most easily and strong- 
ly contracted in infancy, appears 
plain from the universal sense and 
practice of mankind; who, in all 
things initiate their children, in their 
tender years, where they intend they 
should arrive at any tolerable profi- 
ciency. Experience demonstrates the 
propriety of this conduct. In learning 
of languages, in reading, in writing 
in bodily exercises, or mannual arts 
how ready, how graceful, and com- 
plete are they, who have been bred 
to them from the first stages of life ? 
How imperfect and uncouth are those 
who have not begun their progress 
till arrived atthe maturity of age ? 
The same distinction holds in mor- 
als. Our habits of thought and ac- 
tion, of love or hatred, forgiveness 
or revenge, gentleness or impetuosi- 
ty, sincerity or dissimulation, when 
once established by early and long 
continued custom, do so take pos- 
session of the soul, and so strongly 
run on their confirmed course, that 
we shall in vain endeavour to di- 
vert them from it; after all our la- 
bour,they will overwhelm our en- 
deavours, they will bear down eve- 
ry mound which fruitless art can 
erect ; and, in spite of us, return to 
the channel which they at first pos- 
sessed. | 

“ This farther consideration must 
be added, with regard to vicious or 
virtuous habits ; that we cannot live 
in a state of indifference between 
these; as we often may and do, 
with respect to habits of other kinds. 


* Sermons on various subjects, by 
John Brown, D. D. vicar of New-cas- 
tle, p. p. 8—12. 
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“ Thus, though you have not 
learned the arts of reading, writing, 
walking, riding, yet it is possible, 
nay probable, that no contrary habit 
may have taken place, so as to be 
inconsistent with, or destructive of 
these : you still have it in your pow- 
er to acquire them, though in a more 
imperfect degree. But it is far oth- 
erwise with regard to the mind of 
inan, and the operations of his 
heart. These will inevitably catch 
immediate impressions from every 
surrounding object: and thus incl- 
nations and opinions, of one kind or 
other, will certainly be implanted and 
take root, in spite of all possible 
care taken to prevent them. If a 
child is not taughtto love truth, and 
to speak it, he will inevitably learn 
to tell a lie, whenever his passions or 
his interests shall prompt him : if he 
gains nota habit of being benevo- 
lent in his infancy, he must gain a 
habit of being selfish ; if he be not 
habitually taught humility and obe- 
dience, he will probably grow obsti- 
nate and proud. Ina word, his pas- 
sions and desires cannot long remain 
in a torpid state of indifference and 
inactivity ; if he acquire not virtue 
in his infancy, the condition of hu- 
man nature inevitably leads him to 
acquire that which is destructive 
of it.” 

My brethren, is not this equally 
true with regard to religion? If your 
children do not obtain religious hab- 
its, they wil! obtain habits which are 
destructive of all religion. There 
can be on this subject, no neutrality. 
In this respect, he that gathereth not 
with Christ, scattereth. He that is 
not for his Saviour, is agaiust him. 
How immensely important is it, then, 
that you begin early to form the reli- 
gious habits of your children! Ha- 
bits of some kind they will have: 
will you hazard the salvation of 
their immortal souls, by leaving them 
to form such as may be the result of 
accidental circumstances, and from 
the acknowledged propensities of the 
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human heart, such as are most likely 
to make them “ lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God.”’ 

If the dangerous experiment of 
leaving children to form their own re- 
ligion in after years, could be in any 
case harmiess, it would be in that of 
your daughters. ‘There is a tender- 
ness in the character of woman, a 
quickness of feeling, a moral sense, 
if we may be allowed the expres- 
sion, which often supplies the place 
of reason, and leads, with much 
greater rapidity than is usual in the 
other sex, to a proper course of ac- 
tion. Her habits are those which 
tend to nourish reflection. The pe- 
culiar dangers to which she is expo- 
sed, lead her to realize more fully, 
the uncertainty of human life, while 
the retirement of her domestic em- 
ployments is peculiarly well fitted to 
nourish a spirit of fervent piety.— 
But all these excellent qualities have 
their attendant dangers. Woman is 
more susceptible to impressions made 
upon her feelings, and those impres- 
sions may be either right or wrong.— 
The apostle has therefore cautioned 
females, with peculiar emphasis, to 
guard against the seductive influ- 
ence of those false teachers who 
creep into houses and lead them 
captive. To guard her against these 
wiles, woman must be informed ; 
and if, to all her tender sensibilities, 
she adds an accurate knowledge of 
Christianity, she will be secured a- 
gainst all the insidious arts of error, 
and her influence will irradiate and 
fertilize that whole creation, of which 
she is the luminous centre. Ye par- 
ents, will ye not provide for her 
this knowledge in her earliest years ! 
Will ye not begin, at the first dawn 
of reason, to imbue her soul with 
that sovereign antidote which will 
guard it against even the most subtle 
poison of impurity or errour ! 

Trace the footsteps of your daugh- 
ter, “till she herself becomes a moth- 
er, and you will perceive, still more 
clearly, the importance of your pres- 
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ent care. “ As we call our first lan- 
guage,” observes the eloquent bish- 
op Horne, “ our mother tongue, so 
we may as justly call our first tem- 
pers our mother tempers. As the 
health and strength, or sickness and 
weakness of our bodies, are very 
much owing to their methods of 
treating us when we were young; so 
the soundness or folly of our minds 
is not less owing to those first tem- 
pers and ways of thinking, which 
we eatly received from the love, 
tenderness, authority, and constant 
conversation of our mothers.”* Be- 
held, then, the immense importance 
of your present influence, over the 
minds of your daughters! You are 
sowing seed which will produce a 
harvest of spiritual benefit to man- 
kind, when the hand which scattered 
it is mouldering in the dust. You 
are “planting the acron which is 
haply to thrive and expand in anoth- 
er generation, and to scatter from its 
prolific branches, 2 new succession 
of germs, till the individual becomes 
a forest.”7 

I have said, my brethren, that if 
the dangerous experiment of leaving 
children to form their own religion 
be in any case harmless, it would be 
so in that of your daughters. I trust 
that what has been said, will show 
you that it is ruinous, even there.— 
I beseech you. then, to consider what 


it must be with regard to your sons ! » 


On this subject, 1 need only appeal 
to a well known fact; that the num- 
ber of religious men is vastly inferi- 
or to that of religious women. Who 
is the first to confess the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin, and to lie prostrate 
inthe lowly guise of a penitent at 
the footstool of Divine mercy? It 
iswoman. Who is the first to ap- 
peal tothe atoning blood of Jesus ; 
the first to fly for refuge to that sa- 


* Bishop Horne’s Sermon on the Fe- 
male Character. 


+ Wile’s Correlative Claims and Du- 
lies. 
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cred altar, from which the symbols 
of Divine reconciliation are dispen- 
sed? It is woman. Who is the 
first to bind up the broken heart ; 
to visit the abodes of misery, to per- 
form the various offices ef charity 
and mercy, by which tears aie 
stanched, and the radiance of heaven 
is seen to be reflected from earth ? 
The tongues of men and angels unite 
in the responsive acclamation, it, is 
woman. And is it so, my brethren? 
Then what will become of the im- 
mortal souls of so many men who 
never think of their sins, who never 
fly for refuge to the cross, who nev- 
er, amid the sordid occupations of 
the wold, can find time to breathe 
one prayer, or perform one benevo- 
lent deed!—O parents, parents, 
think of the value of that fleeting pe- 
riod of boyhood which is all that you 
have for the formation of religious 
habits in your sons. Talk not, I be- 
seech you, of the hardship of em- 
ploying Sunday in learning lessons. 
They are all the week engaged in 
preparation for the world, and enly 
for the world. If they learn not 
now the principles of their religion ; 
if they acquire net now the habit of 
daily and constant prayer; if they 
learn not from their youth to read 
and understand those scriptures 
which will make them wise unto 
salvation; if they acquire not a 
deep sense of the deceitfulness and 
corruption of their hearts; if they 
learn not that the blood of Jesus is 
the only fountain which can cleanse 
them from all sin; if they are not 
persuaded in their hearts that the on- 
ly way in which they can love God, 
is to obey all his commandments, 
without reserve ; if they feel not the 
importance of receiving the Chris- 
tian sacraments, as a part of that 
obedience, and as means of making 
their calling and election sure ; if all 
this be not done before they go out 
into the world; I ask you to reflect 
upon the danger to which they are 
exposed, of passing through life, 
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heedless of Christian duty ; I ask you 
to reflect upon the dangér tp which 
they are exposed, of standing upon 
the brink of eternity, ignorant of 
God, ignorant of heaven, ignorant of 
hell, ignorant of the very nature of 
their own souls ; afraid to look back 
upen the past, or onward to the fu- 
ture; unable to free themselves from 
the grasp of the king of terrours, and 
leaping with averied face, or with 
the resolution of despair, into the 
fathomless depths of the world to 
come. 


MY DEAR CHILDREN, 

I may well address you, in the words 
of our Saviour to the most eminent 
of his apostles, “ what I do, thou 
knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter.” It is impossible 
for you at this early age, to know all 
the important consequences connec- 
ted with your attendance upon the 
Sunday school. Of this, however, 
you may be very certain, that your 
parents love you, that your instruct- 
ers love you, and that I love you. 
It is the desire of our hearts to do 
every thing for your good; and we 
know nothing which will more ef- 
fectually contribute to your good, 
than that you should learn the course 
of instruction provided for you in 
this school; that you should be made 
to understand the holy scriptures : 
and that you should be taught to 
pray. You may not be able to know 
how much good all this will do, and 
you may think, that on Sunday you 
ought to be allowed to amuse your- 
selves after church, instead of stud- 
ying your lessons. But hereafter, 
when you grow up, you will be able 
to know the value of what you are 
now learning. You will then see 
* that nothing could have been worse 
for you, than to let you have your 
own way, and to let you spend Sun- 
day in idleness. And you will then 
love your parents and friends for tak- 
ing such care of you when you were 
unable to take care of yourselves. I 
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have been very much pleased with 
your behaviour, while you have been 
in the Sunday school. Most of you 
have got your lessons very well, and 
deserve much praise. But especial- 
ly do you deserve to be praised for 
your good behaviour; and if you 
‘continue to be good, your Saviour 
will love you and take care of you. 
He once said, “ Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven ; and he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon 
them, and blessed them.” Remem- 
ber that your Saviour is looking at 
you at this moment, and that he al- 
ways looks at you, and knows every 
thing you are doing, saying, or think- 
ing. Do what is right, say what is 
proper, think what is good, and he 
will hereafter bless you. 

There are some of you, my dear 
young friends, who are old enough 
to know sumething of the impor- 
tance of religious knowledge, and to 
you, therefore, ] shall now address 
myself. You, also, may feel that it 
is some restraint to be obliged to get 
lessons to recite on Sunday. You 
are on all other days very busily 
occupied in your lessons. Why are 
you thus occupied ? Is it any plea- 
sure to your Isit not, on the con- 
trary, very tedious to have so much 
tolearn? Yet you know that all 
this will fit you to be men and wo- 
men ; fit you for society and for the 
world. Think inthe same manner 
of your Sunday lessons. They are 
designed to make you men and wo- 
men in the sight of God; to fit you 
for the society of angels and of just 
men made perfect; to fit you for 
the world which is to come. You 
are by nature sinful, and [ will give 
you a proof of it which you can 
bring home to your own hearts.— 
When your parents tell you to do 
something, instead of doing it in- 
stantly, because they have comman- 
ded it, you stop and ask why you must 
do it, or whether you may not do 
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something else which you like better 
In a word, you would rather have 
your own will than obey theirs. In 
the same manner are you, and all 
mankind, naturally disposed to act 
towards your heavenly Father. You 
are therefore sinful; but Christ Je- 
sus, your’ Saviour, came into the 
world and died for your sins; and if 
you are truly sorry for them, and en- 
deavour to do God’s will, you may 
rest assured that God will receive 
and bless you. To make you sen- 
sible of these truths, to teach you 
what the will of God is, and incline 
you to obey it, is the great object 
of this Sunday school. 

The lessons which you learn at 
your common schools, to fit you to 
be men and women, may all be ren- 
dered of no avail. I need not teli 
you that life is uncertain, and that 
you may die long before those les- 
sons can be of any use to you. Not 
so the lessons which you learn at 
the Sunday school. They, if they 
have a proper influence over your 
hearts, will fit you to be happy after 
death. The good you may derive 
from them, no accident can diminish, 
no adversity can take away. Re- 
member, then, I beseech you, the 
importance of learning and practi- 
sing the great-duties of your reli- 
gion. You are now to be dismis- 
sed during the summer months, but 
do not dismiss from your thoughts the 
lessons you have learned. Endea- 
vour to keep them in your memory ; 
and return to the occupations of the 
school, with a determination to learn 
and to practice the will of your hea- 
venly Father, and thus to become 
wise unto salvation. To his merci- 
ful protection, I commend both you 
and your instructers, and I pray that 
“ the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
may be upon you, and remain with 
you forever.” Amen. 
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“4. After wehav. lived a life of 
obedience to the Gospel, and are 
crowned with eternal glory; that is 
God’s gift. Although we had never 
committed the least sin in the course 
of our lives ; but had obeyed God to 
a tittle; yet should we be very far 
from having merited that exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory: And 
much less can our imperfect services 
attended with so many sins, be equiv- 
alent to so great a good. Cana 
man be profitable unto God ?—yet 
there are some qualifications requi- 
site, in order to make us the proper 
subjects of this vast favor. The 
Holy Scripture speaks of a certain 
worthiness for heaven, that must be 
found in every one who is admitted 
into it. Luke xx. 35: They who 
shall be accounted worthy {0 obtain 
that world and the resurrection 
Jrom the dead. Rev. iii. 4: They 
shall walk with me in white ; for 
they are worthy. [This worthiness 
is not inherent, because it is obtain- 
ed by faith that works by love, man- 
ifested by obedience to Christ.— 
Thus, when St. John beheld a great 
multitude, which no man could num- 
ber of all nations, kindreds, and 
people, ana tongues, standing be- 
fore the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands—an inquiry 
was made, who are these? And the 
answer was, These are they which 
came vut of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.* 
They washed THEir robes—corres- 
ponding to the command of God to 
Naaman to wash and be clean.| In 
a rigid sense, no man is worthy to 
walk with Christ, and to sit down 
with him on his throne. 


* Rev. vii. 9—14. 
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But this worthiness consists in @ 
Meetness, fitness, and a due temper 
and disposition for the joys of Heav- 
en. And though eternal life is the 
gift of God; yet they who have not 
meetness never can be admitted to 
it. Though God bestows eternal 
happiness freely, without money and 
without price; yet it is not so free 
as to be without conditions. And it 
is the unchangeable decree of heav- 
en, founded in the nature of things, 
that without holiness no man shall 
see the Lord. For no man can be 
happy in heaven, bat such, who by 
a sober, righteous, and godly life, 
are prepared and spiritualized be- 
fore-hand to the manner of living in 
heaven. 

All prudent men, in bestowing 
their charity, have a regard to the 
qualifications of the persons they 
give alms to. They propose to give 
to the worthy ; but to reject the un- 
worthy; because their charity would 
be lost on them. And yet their alms 
are no less a free gilt. So God 
gives eternal life freely ; and yet it 
is to none, but such who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, seek for 
glory and immortality. And in 
this, God’s free grace, and our gos- 
pel-obedience, harmoniously concur 
and agree. You know in the para- 
ble of the king’s making a marriage- 
feast, Matt. xxii. 1, the Supper was 
a free gift, the invitation was free, 
and no man paid any thing for his 
admission ; and yet, when the king 
came in, and found there a man who 
had not on a wedding garment,* he 


* Among the Orientals, white robes 
were worn, on all public festivals, and 
those who appeared without them, were 
disregarded and frequently received se- 
vere punishment. Our Saviour here 
alludes to and illustrates Zeph. i. 7, 8. 
The Lord hath prepared a sAcrivice, 
he hath srppew his guests. And it 
shall come to pass in the day of the 
Lord’s sacrifice, and I will punish the 
princes and the King’s children and al! 
such asare clothed with stRAN@E AP- 
PAREL. 
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said unto him, Friend, how camest 
thou in hither, not having on a wed- 
ding garment’ And he was speech- 
less. Then yaid the king to his ser- 
vants, bind him hand and foot, and 
cast him into outer darkness. 

Now this wedding garment isa 
temper of mind and a life agreeable 
to the gospel, which like an orna- 
ment or wedding garment to the 
soul, makes it fit to appear before 
God, in the company of saints and 
angels.* And besides, this gift is 


These garments were furnished by 
the master of the feast, and it was the 
custom of those who were bidden to a 
feast, to first repair to the wardrobe, and 
receive a garment for the time being. 
This rendered the person without the 
wedding garment, so very highly crimi- 
nal; he might have had it only fur ask- 
ing. 


* Adam Clarke, has a beautiful com- 
mentary on the above parable:—1. That 
man was made in union with God. 2. 
That sin entered in, and separated be- 
tween God andman. 3. That as there 
can be no holiness but in union with 
God, and no heaven without holiness, 
therefore he provided a way to recon- 
cile and re-unite man to himself. 4. 
This was effected by Christ’s uniting 
himself to human nature, and giving his 
spirit, (i. e.) this wedding garment, to 
all who seek and ask, believing. 5. Vhat 
as the mariage union is the closest, the 
most intimate, solemn and excellent, of all 
the connections among mortals, and 
that those who are thus united in the 
Lord are one flesh: so that mystical un- 
ion which exists between God and the 
soul through Jesus Christ, by the eter- 
nal spirit, is the closest, mcst inlimale, 
solemn, and excellent that can be con- 
ceived; for he who is thus joined with 
the Lord, is one spirit. 6. This con- 
tract is made freely ; no man can be forc- 
ed into it, for it is a union of wsdl to w2// 
heart to heart, and it is by willing and 
consenting, that we come unto God 
through his Son. 7. That if this mar- 
riage do not take place here, an eter. 
nal separation from God, and from the 
glory of his power, shall be the fearful 
consequence. 8. That there are three 
states, in which men run the risk of liv- 
ing without God in the world and losing 
their own souls. ist. Effeminacy—a 
mind occupied with nothing but quietly 
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bestowed afier the. manner of re- 
wards, though not of merit, yet of 
grace. Matt. v.12. Rejoice and be 
exceeding glad, for great is your 
reward in heaven. Col. iii. 24. 
Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as 
to the Lord, knowing of the Lord 
ye shall receive the reward of in- 
nce. 

Therefore that notion, so confi- 
dently taught, is not just, viz. That 
our good works are of no value in 
the sight of God, but must be re- 
nounced as dross and dung: For 
our good works are stiled in Scrip- 
ture, Heb. xiii. 16, Sacrifices with 
which God is pleased. And our 
virtue is called, i Pet. iii 4. The 
arnament which in the sight of God 
is of great price. And if our good 
works were of no account in the 
sight of God, he would not reward 
them with so great a recompense. 
The plain truth is, God deals with us 
as akind father with his children, 
to encourage their industry, in the 
morning he promises them if they 
will faithfolly. labour for him that 
day, at night he will reward each of 
them with an hundred pounds: Now 
this sum is both a gift and reward 
too. It is plain, these children have 
not by one day’s service, deserved 
so great a reward; and besides, they 
owed this obedience to their Father : 
so that this promise to give them so 
much, was not of debt, but of mere 


to enjoy life, riches, private pleasures, 
and public diversions. They made light 
ofit. 2nd. That man wholly taken up 
m the accumulation of wealth: One 
went to his field, another to his mer- 
chandize. 3rdly. That of a man, who 
is openly unjust, violent and outrageous- 
ly wicked, whois a sinner by profession, 
and not only neglects his salvation, but 
injuriously treats all those who bring 
him the gospel of reconciliation :— And 
they took the remnant of his servants, 
and intreated them spitefully and slew 
them.—The fire and the faggots, the 
block and the gibbet of former ages. are 
changed into the more fatal weapons of 
destruction, so liberally wielded at pres- 
ent, by slander and calumny. 
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grace and favor; and when he had 
promised and they had complied 
with the conditions, veracity and 
justice, obliged him to make the 
promise good; and when he per- 
formed it, it is a reward of bounty. 
So in the case before us, it is of mere 
grace that God has promised eternal 
life to those who obey Christ. And 
it is impossible for our mean servi- 
ces to be an equivalent to eternal 
life, as wages are to works. But 
now, that God of his infinite mercy 
has been pleased to make those ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises, 
upon being faithful unto death, he 
will as punctually reward us with 
the crown of life, as if we had merit- 
ed it. 

Thus I have shown, that when we 
have done all that. God comm: nds 
us, we are unprofitable servants, and 
that our salvation, from the beginning 
to the end, is owing entirely to God’s 
free grace, and the infinite mercy of 
God, whose free gift is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord : [aad 
that, as our article expresses it,* 
We are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merits of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
Faith ; and not for our own works 
or deservings. Wherefore, that we 
are justified by Faith only, is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and very 

full of comfort. | 

“¢ What remains, then, but that we 
give thanks to Almighty God for alk 
his mercy and grace bestowed upon 
us—and that we pray, and forgive 
our enemies, who slanderously re- 
port, that we expect salvation by 
our own works. And let us daily 
thank and bless God, for continuing, 
unimpaired the divine constitution of 
the church—[the ark of safety, and 
keeper of the faith once delivered to 
the saints.] The benefits and privi- 
leges of the Gospel Church are offer- 
ed to us frank and free, without mo- 
ney and without price: but whoso- 


* Art. Il. On Justification. 
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ever believeth not in the Son of God, 
is condemned already—that it is not 
every one that saith Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en, but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

These things being so, let me in- 
treat you in Christ’s name to per- 
form the christian and moral duties. 
I doubt not but you all design to be 
happy ; and [hope you all expect to 
be so only through Jesus Christ. 
You have hegi and know, what this 
person requires of you in order to 
salvation: even to repent, for all 
past sins [and pray for divine grace,] 
that you bring forth fruit meet for 
repentance, that you deny ungodli- 
ness, and worldly lusts, and live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly in the 
world. And he has told you. except 
you do it, that you can never be sav- 
ed. Therefore, as ye tender your 
immortal souls, let me advise, nay 
let me instruct you, to break off your 
sins by repentance, and a thorough 
conversion to God. Think not to 
say within yourselves, God is infi- 
nitely merciful, and that Christ’s 
merits are all sufficient ; for though 
they are so, you will never be the 
better for them, unless you repent, 
believe and obey the Gospel [the 
last being the only evidence that you 
have repentance and faith.] e 
therefore, with St. Paul, beseech you, 
to be workers together with God, 
that ye receive not the grace of God 
in vain. Be not decrived, God is 
not mocked, whatsoever a man sow- 
eth that shull he reap. Put not off 
so necessary a work any longer, if 
heretofore you have doneit. De- 
lays are dangerous. [Your everlas. 
ting happiness may now hang suspen 
ded on the brittle thread of life: 
Procrastinate not in so momentous a 
concern. Defer not your repent- 
ance tili to-morrow. You know not 
what aday may bring forth; for 
what is your life? even a vapor 
that appeareth for a little time and 
then vanisheth away. Now is the 
accepted time, now is the day of 

39 
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salvation— To-day, if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your heart.— 
Seek with all your might: Be abso- 
lute: Be decisive. Set your face 
steadily towards Zion. Press for- 
ward in the path of duty. Turn not 
to the right hand or to the left. At- 
tempt not to serve God and Mamon. 
Walk in all the ordinances and com- 
mandments of the Lord blameless. 
Labor for that meat which perisheth 
not—for that bread that shall endure 
unto everlasting life.] Give no rest 
to your eyes, nor slumber to your 
eye lids, until you are truly sorrow- 
ful for your sins, and stedfastly re- 
solved against them; so as in future 
by the assistance of God’s grace and 
holy spirit, you may deny ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, and live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly, in the 
present world ; so an entrance shall 
be ministered unte you abundantly 
into the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom, &c.”’ 

Thus, reader, you have in detail, 
the great and distinctive doctrines of 
grace, as revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and uniformly taught in the 
church of God both under the law 
and under the Gospel. And you 
will do well to review it, and treas- 
ure up the precious truths it con- 
tains: They will guard you against 
errors, that would deceive, if it were 
possible, the very elect. 

No sermon had ever been publish- 
ed in this country, that gaa 
such an universal excitement. It 
was circulated throughout the colo- 
nies; and while it gave peace and 
consolation to many who had been 
driven almost to despair, under the 
gloomy doctrines of Calvinism; it 
raised a formidable party, who with 
all the rancor and virulence, pecul- 
iar to men oe nolare, Ot God for 
the praise of his glorious grace, 
hath are-ovdainal men and Angele 
to everlasting death,* accuced not 


* This sermon was pena about the 
time that George Whitfield passed thro’ 


the country a second time, the effects of 
whieh, we have noticed above. 
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only Mr. Beach, and churchmen in 
general, with heterodoxy, but anath- 
a‘natized many of their own breth- 
ren, as Arminians and half-infidels. 
In no part of the country were the 
doctrines of Geneva logic, carried to 
a greater pitch, than in Newtown 
and the adjacent villages. Divine 
prescience—total depravity—elec- 
tion and reprobation—were the bur- 
then of all sermons in the meeting- 
houses, which sent thousands into 
the church.—Great was the alarm 
among the congregational preachers. 
Among whom, at this period, was 
the Rev. David Judson, of Newtown, 
Rev. Ebenezer White, of Danbury, 
and the Rev. Dr. Bellamy, of Wood- 
bury, whose native powers, and ac- 
quired talents, were all called into 
action. The press teemed with 
pamphlets; and the pulpit thunder- 
ed irresistible grace and final perse- 
verance. But great was truth; and 
large accessions were daily made to 
the church.—To check this, about 
this period, there was formed an As- 
sociation of Gentlemen, through the 
influence of the above named char- 
acters. ‘They soon united in calling 
into their aid, the Rev. Robert San- 
derman, and a Rev. Mr. Glass, from 
Scotland—two men distinguished for 
their learning, but more so as meta- 
physicians, and scholastic divines. 
This prepared the way for the intro- 
duction of Socinianism and univer- 
salism into this country: and their 
awful effects at this day, will be the 
subject of the next number. 


i 


Prom the N. Y. Evening Post. Sept. 26. 


Departure of the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Hobart, on a voyage for the re- 


covery of his health. 


_Rarely has the departure of an in- 
dividual from our shores for the old 
world, been attended with circum- 
stances of a more interesting nature 
than those connected with the em- 


Rev. Bishop Hobart. {Ocr. 
barkation on board the packet ship 
Meteor, on Wednesday, of the Right 
Rev. Bishop Hobart. His acknow- 
ledged talents, exalted character, be- 
nevolence of heart, and amiable 
manners, have justly gained for him 
the respect, affection, and confidence 
of the community at large. 

As was, therefore, to be expected, 
a general solicitude upon the subject 
has been manifested, ever since it 
was known that his declining health 
had rendered necessary a determina- 
tion to visit Europe. 

Ai the appointed hour, the wharf 
from which the steam boat was to 
take the passengers on board the 
packet, was thronged with a large 
number of our most respectable citi- 
zens, who had come to take leave of 
this distinguished prelate. The 
clergy, generally, who were among 
the number, including all the Epis- 
copal clergy of the city who were 
not prevented from attending, and 
several laymen, accompanied him, in 
the boat, to the ship ; where, having 
partaken of refreshments provided 
by the polite attention of Capt. Gar- 
diner, they bid their friend and fath- 
er a heartfelt farewell, commending 
him to the protection of the Eternal 
God who alone spreadeth out the 
Heavens, and ruleth the raging of 
the Sea. Many blessings and pray- 
ers follow him. 

On taking leave of the Bishop, the 
Rev. Dr. Harris, in the name of the 
clergy present, handed him a letter, 
which contained the following senti- 
ments : 

“ Tothe Rt. Rev. John H. Ho- 
bart, D. D. 

Steam Boat Nautilus, Sept. 24, 1823. 
Right Rev. and Dear Sir, 

The subscribers, clergymen of 
your diocese, in accompanying you 
tothe ship to bid you farewell on 
your departure for Europe, are cal- 
led upon by the feelings excited by 
the occasion, to express to you, in 
this way, the emotions. of respect 
and affection with which they part 
from you. Our warmest prayers 
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are offered to the Father of Mer- 
cies, through the merits of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, that He will be 
pleased to have you in His holy 
keeping—to conduct you in safety 
to the haven where you would be— 
to defend you from all dangers to 
which you may be exposed—to re- 
store you to health—and again to 
bless your diocese with your wonted, 
active, zealous and faithful labours. 

We pray for the Church over 
which you preside, and for ourselves, 
and all who shall be associated 
with us in the management of its 
concerns, that we may have grace to 
preserve it from declining from that 
degree of unity, prosperity and puri- 
ty, to which your administration has, 
through the divine blessing, been so 
largely instrumental in raising it ; 
and we beg to assure you that our 
exertions shall not be wanting to 
this effect ; but, as in your presence, 
so also in your absence, we shall 
deem it our happiness to be co-wor- 
kers with you in building up the 
Kingdom of the Redeemer. 

Our prayers, also, Right Rev. Sir, 
shall not be wanting in behalf of 
your family, that they may be pre- 
served in health and safety, and a- 
gain, and long, enjoy the blessing of 
your union with them. 

Finally, Right Rev. Father, fare- 
well! The Lord of heaven and 
earth bless you and keep you, and 
favourably regard the prayers 
we offer, that we may meet you a- 
gain, long tu enjoy the blessings of 
your counsels in our labours in the 
church on earth ; and that we may 
be united with you in the everlasting 
services of the church in heaven. 

Weare, Right Rev. Sir, 

With great respect, 
Your affectionate sons in the gospel, 
William Harris, 
H_. Peneveyre, 
Benj T. Onderdonk, 
J. M. Wainwright, 
Henry U. Onderdonk, 
Henry J. Feltus, 
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William Berrian, 
William Creighton, 
Thomas Brientnall, 
George W. Doane, 
George Uphold, 
Samuel H. Turner, 
Manton Eastburn, 
Richard F. Cadle, 
Cornelius R. Duffie, 
Lewis P. Bayard. 

[Two of the clergy of the city 
were prevented froni accompanying 
the bishop by sickness. ] 

The subscribers, clergymen of oth- 
er dioceses, being present at the 
above-mentioned occasion, beg leave 
to express their hearty concurrence 
in the sentiments of respectful and 
affectionate regard contained in the 
preceding address. 

John C. Rudd, of New-Jersey, 
Wa. Thompson, of Pennsylvania, 
James Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, 
William Barlow, of South Carolina, 
Henry P. Powers, of New-Jersey, 
William L. Johnson, of New-Jersey.” 

Among the gentlemen who ac- 
companied Bishop Hobart to the 
Packet, was a delegation from the 
Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society, ap- 
pointed by the managers of that So- 
ciety for the purpose of accompany- 
ing him, and of handing to him an 
address. 

Among the numerous tokens of 
regard received by the Bishop pre- 
vious to his departure, the following 
very gratifying one, and so credita- 
ble to the respectable body by whom 
it was paid, deserves to be especially 
noticed : 

“ The Trustees of the Congrega- 
tion SHearitH Isrikz, have the 
pleasure to enclose to Bis Ho- 
bart, a letter of introduction to the 
Rev. Doctor Solomon Herschell, 
Grand Rabbi of the Jews in Lon- 
don ; and they tender to the Bishop 
their best wishes for the restoration 
ot his health, and his speedy return 
to his family and his friends.” 

The introductory letter referred te 
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ubove, states, that the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart had, by his “ learn- 
ing and the liberality of sentiment 
towards the chosen people, which 
has distinguished his ecclesiastical 
career, obtained a high claim to the 
respect and friendly consideration of 
our brethren tHe House or Israk_, 
and we have great pleasure in re- 
commending him to your kind and 
friendly attention ;” and concludes 
with their “ best wishes and prayers 
for the prosperity and welfare of all 
Isgak confided to your care.” 

The Bishop returned the follow- 
ing answer : 

New-York, Sept. 24, 1823. 
Gentlemen : 

I have scarcely time at the very 
moment of my departure for Eu- 
rope, to beg you to accept for your- 
selves and the respectable congrega- 
tion whom you represent, my ac- 
knowledgments for your attention, 
the more distinguished and gratify- 
ing, because unsolicited and unex- 
pected. Be assured, you have not 
estimated too highly my sentiments 
of respectful and kind liberality to- 
wards the brethren of “the House 
of Israel,” and with my best wishes 
and prayers for your and their hap- 
piness here and when they shall be 
gathered to theif Fathers, 

T remain, Gentlemen, 

Your sincere and faithful 
Friend and servant, 
J. H. HOBART. 

Rev. Mr. Perxorro. 

N. Philips, 

M. L. Moses, > Committee, &c. 

M. M. Neah, 


me 


From the Christian Observer. 


The importance of the prophetic 
parts of Scripture may be naturally 
presumed, independently of direct 
demonstration of their valee, from 
the large space which they in 
the revealed word of God. k- 


oning from Moses to Malachi, a suc- 
cession of prophets flourished ina 
regular series for: more than one 
thousand years ; besides other man- 
ifestations of God’s will and inspired 
predictions of future events, before 
the time of the former, and after that 
of the latter, including in the first 
period the paradisaical and patriar- 
chal a;z2s, and in the last New ‘Tes- 
tament prophecies, which are by no 
means less important or remarkable 
than those of the Old. What God 
has thought thus worthy of inditing 
and preserving, as a very considera- 
ble portion of his revealed word, 
must surely well deserve the atten- 
tive study of all Christians ; and es- 
pecially of those whose leisure and 
opportunity ef information allow of 
their acquiring a large and intelli- 
gent acquaintance with this exten- 
sive department of holy writ. The 
following may be mentioned as a- 
mong the uses of the prophetic parts 
of Scripture. 

I. In the first place, and chiefly, 
they confirm the truth of Divine 
Revelation.—Should the faith of the 
Christian be assailed by the sophis- 
tries of scepticism or infidelity, there 
is no one evidence of the Divine in- 
spiration of the Bible to which the 
resort is more easy, and the force of 
which is more conclusive, than that 
of its minute and numerous prophe- 
cies. Reason teaches that none but 
the Omniscient himself can infal- 
libly know the events of futurity, 
and that none but persons inspired 
by him could certainly predict.them. 
An unenlightened age might be 
imposed upon by a pretended pre- 
diction built upon knowledge with 
which they were not themselves 
acquainted, as Columbus is said te 
have astonished the Native Ameri- 
cans by announcing an eclipse of 
the sun. But moral . events, the 
fluctuations of nations and-empires, 
and the distant occurrences of un- 
born ages, are so completely hidden 
from human foresight, that not even 








a rational conjecture can often be 
hazarded. ‘The most shrewd ob- 
server, the most calculating philoso- 
pher, must confess his utter igno- 
rance. He only who made all 
worlds, who directs all hearts, and 
who interposes in all events, effect- 
ing all that is good, yet, by an in- 
scrutable mystery free from the act 
or promptings of all evil, can fore- 
tel the rise, the fall, and the mariy- 
coloured lot of nations or individuals. 
A probable guess might indeed prove 
in some particu,ar instances correct ; 
but such a solution will not account 
for the long and accurate tissue of 
Scripture prophecy; in which are 
foretold occurrences of the most mi- 
nute character, in common with oth- 
ers of the most magnificent; events 
persona!, and events national ; events 
many centuries distant, and events 
near at hand: events local, and e- 
vents extending to the very limits of 
the world ; and all connected with 
such a detail of particulars, and such 
an unbroken chain of facts, that no 
human sagacity could by any possi- 
bility be equal to the foreknowledge 
of their occurrence. The Old Tes- 
tament prophecies respecting the 
Messiah, with their fulfilment in the 
New, were there no others, are of 
themselves amply sufficient to con- 
firm the most wavering faith. The 
whole scheme thus unfolded, part by 
part, through successive ages, must 
have been all present at once to the 
Omnicient mind. The dismembered 
materials of the prophetic edifice, 
delivered to mankind fragment by 
fragment, apparently without sym- 
metry or order, were all at length 
found to belong to each other, part 
uniting with part, member with mem- 
ber, till the whole was exhibited 
complete in the advent, life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of the 
long-predicted Saviour of the world. 

¢ peculiarity by which the pro- 
phecies become so powerful ja means 
of confirming our faith in the trath-of 
the sacred Scriptures, is, that they 
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are not only a standing, but a grow- 
ing proof of their infallibility. For 
the truth of a miracle we must de- 
pead upon the testimony of the re- 
lators, combined with corroborating 
circumstances ; but prophecy has 
been a miracle for all ages. Its pre- 
dictions not being so clear as, on the 
one hand, either to frustrate or to 
precipitate their own accomplish- 
ment, or, on the other, to interfere 
with the freedom of human actions, 
have, by their successive fulfilment, 
added in every period of time new 
testimonies and illustrations for the 
establishment of our faith. In the 
present age, the actual state of the 
Jews, for example, is an irrefragable 
argument for the truth of the inspired 
records; an argument not at all 
weakened by the objection of the 
infidel, that any nation similarly cir- 
cumstanced, and intermarrying only 
in its Own community, would pre- 
serve equally strong internal marks 
of peculiarity and idendity. For the 
question is not, by what physical or 
moral causes these effects may have 
been produced : but how came it to 
be foreknown many hundreds and 
thousands of years ago that such cau- 
ses or such effects would come into 
existence ? how could anomalies 
which excite wonder even when ac- 
tually and familiarly beheld be mi- 
nutely prophecied of many ages be- 
fore there was any shadow of natu- 
ral reason to anticipate their oc- 
currence’ Surely the finger of God 
is in this. 

2. But another important use of 
the inspired word of prophecy is 
doubtless to exhibit to our view an 
enlarged idea of the providential ar- 
rangements of Almighty Wisdom, 
especially in reference tothe econo- 
my of human redemption. With- 
out prophecy we might have been 
at somie loss to ‘ascertain clearly 
what is the gteat purport of the 
universal history of our race 5 what 
final consummation the infinite Dis- 
poser of events intended to result 
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from the arrangements of his all- 
wise providence. But in this respect 
prophecy furnishes an_ infallible clue 
to history. Both point one way ; 
both tend toone end. The whole 
series of human annals is a develop 
ment of the Divine glory; particu- 
larly as connected with the redemp- 
tion of mankind, and the final glori- 
fication of the church of Christ in 
heaven. ‘That first prophetic prom- 
ise, “ The seed of the woman shail 
bruise the serpent’s head,” was not 
only a prelude to numberless other 
disclosures of future occurrences, but 
a key to the solution of the greatest 
events which have been accomplish- 
ed on this terrestrial stage. When 
we follow the march of successive 
ages, and, especially, when we trace 
the long line of predictions of holy 
writ, under the guidance of that in- 
spired declaration, “ The testimony 
of Jesus in the spirit of prophecy,” 
we gain such an enlarged view of 
the providence of God of the pur- 
oses of his moral government, and 
of the means by which he effects his 
designs, as cannot but greatly tend 
to excite reverence and admiration. 
No drama worked up by the art of 
man, can possibly present so inter- 
esting and wonderful a succession 
of parts, and such apparently elabo- 
rate intricacies of design, all clearly 
tending in the end to the main re- 
sults, as are witnessed in unfolding 
the web of scriptural fact and proph- 
ecy. Every successive portion adds 
new beauty and stability to all the 
rest, till the top stone is completed 
with shouting “Grace, grace unto 
it.” All the the converging rays of 
light centre in Him “ of whom Mo- 
sesand the Prophets did speak: 
they exhibit, with constantly in- 
creasing lustre, the glories of his 
person, the wisdom of his provi- 
dence, and the riches of his grace. 
To study prophecy aright is to be 
introduced, as it were, to the secret 
councils of Jehovah, and to watch 
their gradual accomplishment in the 


seemingly fortuitous events of suc- 
cessive ages; all disclosing with 
accumulating testimony, the charac- 
ter of his providential arrangements ; 
illustrating his attributes ; exhibiting 
his relation to mankind ; and con- 
firming both the doctrinal and _per- 
ceptive announcements of his infal- 
lible word. 

3. Another use of prophecy may 
be to excite in believers in every 
age, dispositions suitable to the char- 
acter of those predictions which 
seem more particularly to concern 
their own times or circumstances, ac- 
companied by a corresponding con- 
duct. In furmer ages, the predic- 
tion of personal or national calami- 
ties was to be followed by fasting 
and humiliation: sackcloth was to 
be girded on the loins, and ashes 
sprinkled on the head, in token of 
the deepest grief and penitence. So 
again, when our Lord’s disciples 
should behold the approach of the 
predicted ruin upon Jerusalem, they 
were to divest themselves of every 
incumbrance, and to flee to the 
mountains for protection. And, to 
mention but one example more, 
when Daniel understood by books 
that the seventy years’ captivity 
prophesied of by Jeremiah was 
nearly accomplished, it is said that 
‘She set his face to seek the Lord 
God by prayer and supplications ;”’ 
and Gabriel was, in consequence, 
commissioned to explain to him the 
import of the prophecy. In the 
present day, it would be too much 
to suppose that the time, and other 
particulars of unfulfilled prophecy, 
especially of shortly impending e- 
vents, are so accurately known as 
to form a scriptural rule of conduct 
in the ordinary affairs of life. It 
would be quite unwarranted and vi- 
sionary for any individual or body 
of men to arrange matters of politi- 
cal or commercial intercourse by the 
assistance of some humanly-devised 
scheme for the interpretration of 


prophecy : indeed, those who have 








professed the most intimate acquain- 
tance with forthcoming events, have 
not been often seen so far to rely up- 
on their opinions as materially to 
act against ordinary probabilities 
in matters of secular concernment. 
They have not expatriated them- 
selves frum a fair and flourishing 
land, because their conjectural inter- 
pretation of prophecy foretold that 
a vial of wrath was in store for its 
inhabitants, or neglected to avail 
themselves of the tenures and secu- 
rities of temporal acquisitions, though 
on the supposed verge of events 
which would render them una- 
vailing. But, though such a mi- 
nute application of prophecy would 
be absurd and presumptuous, there 
is a general point of view in which, 
even in the present age, and to the 
end of time, unfulfilled prophecy 
may scripturally influence our dispo- 
sitions and conduct. With regard, 
for example, to the final triumph 
of Messiah’s kingdom, there exists 
no doubt of its certainty among 
those who credit the predictions of 
Scripture. The accompiishment of 
that event, may therefore, and 
should, be a subject both of prayer 
and of confident anticipation; it 
should also gladden the heart of the 
Christian, and stimulate him to the 
most ardent efforts for the universal 
promulgation of the Gospel. But 
even here prophecy is not the im- 
mediate warrant or direct encour- 
agement for missionary exertions. 
The duty rests upon such express 
grounds as the command of Christ 
to his disciples, “‘ Go ye into al! the 
world and preach the Gospel to eve- 
ry creature.” Prophecy, however, 
renders every effort to prumote the 
object more powerfully interesting : 
it appears in the shape of a promise 
attached toa command. Thus, gen- 
erally, it should connect itself with 
our prayers and actions ; but beyend 
this the application would be danger- 
ous. A christian, looking to the great 
and undeniable end of the prophecies 
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will feel it his duty and his privilege 
to assist with all his power in effect- 
ing this glorious consummation ; but 
he would act unwisely and without 
warrant if he suffered his more doubt- 
ful speculations respecting subordi- 
nate points, to influence his conduct ; 
if, for example, conjecturing that 
Gentile missionaries are to be the 
appointed instruments for propoga- 
ting the Gospel, he should be care- 
less for the salvation of the Jews ; or 
that Jews are destined to that office, 
should refuse his efforts for the con- 
version of the Gentiles. 

With these necessary cautions, un- 
fulfilled as well as fulfilled prophecy, 
in its clear and general scope, is a 
highly important and interesting sub- 
ject for the inquiries of the Christian 
mind, even where there is not oppor- 
tunity for deep learning and research. 
In the darkest hour of personal or 
national affliction, it will be censoling 
to look beyond local and temporary 
events, and to view, in its scriptural 
brightness, the whole scheme of un- 
perturbed and imperturbable proph- 
ecy. Infidelity may enjoy a partial 
and short-lived triumph, as was late- 
ly the case in a neighbouring land ; 
vice and profligacy may abound, as 
is too much the case at all times and 
in all countries ; the Christian church 
itself may appear in a state of care- 
lessness and apathy; yet the word 
of prophecy remains sure, nor can 
all these opposing obstacles eventu- 
ally frustrate its accomplishment. 
Even these very impediments were 
themselves foretold, and their exact 
occurrence adds new weight to the 
inspired predictions. And thus also 
as respects the success of institutions 
for the extension of the kingdom of 
the Messiah; should clouds and 


darkness be suffered in any instances 
to hang around them; should their 
efforts be impeded, or even miscarry, 
the Christian, while he laments the 
partial failure, may still animate his 
mind with the certainty of the di- 
“ The hea 


vinely-foretold results. 











then may rage, and the people im- 
agine a vain thing ;” but still, “I 
have set my King upon my hely bill 
of Sion :” “1 will give thee the hea- 
then for thine inheritanee, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession.” Whoever may fall, the 
work does not cease; whatever in- 
dividual instruments may fail, the 
vast machinery rolls on unbroken 
and unimpeded. The conversion of 
the Jews, the coming in of the Gen- 
tiles, the consummation of the Re- 
deemer’s mediatorial kingdom, and 
the eternal glories of the future world, 
are subjects of promise and {proph- 
ecy which may well animate the 
mest languishing efforts, and stim- 
ulate the coldest heart. Should e- 
ven doubts or difficulties arise, we 
may look back at past prophecies, 
and see how they were often fulfilled 
amidst numerous obstacles, and by 
the most unforeseen ways; and 
thus encourage our hearts, and de- 
rive vigour to our faith, as respects 
the accomplishment of every future 
blessing. 

The following remarks will have 
pointed out some of the important 
practical purposes to which the de- 
vout study of the prophecies may be 
advantageously devoted. Many oth- 
ers will occur to the considerate rea- 
der, which the limits of this paper 
will not admit of being dwelt upon 
in detail. It will be seen, for exam- 
ple, that prophecy is often an 
excellent test for trying the spirits of 
men; whether they will humbly 
submit to believe what God declares, 
however difficult or incomprehensi- 
' ble it may appear according to the 
ordinary probabilities of human rea- 
son. Again ; prophecy is often use- 
ful, as pointing out the causes and 
object of the dealings of God with 
mankind ; and particularly in the al- 
most innumerable predictions which 
relate to the Divine displeasure a- 
gainst individuals and natiens on ac- 
count of sin. A prince,.a statesman 
a legislator, a magistrate, and even 
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a private subject, cannot read a more 
useful and affecting memorial than 
the numerous predictions of Scrip- 
ture on the subjects of civil concern- 
ment besides the instruction and edi- 
‘acation of a still higher kind which 
results from the devout study of those 
prophecies which relate to objects of 
infinite and eternal moment. The 
prophecies are also further beneficial 
for the purpose of leading us to com- 
pare spiritual things with spiritual. 
** No Scripture,” and least of all the 
word of prophocy, “ is of private” — 
that is, of its own as Bishop Horsley 
translates it,— interpretation.” Ev- 
ery part needs to be collated with all 
the rest, and to be examined by the 
light of the general analogy of faith. 
Now this very employment, if con- 
ducted with humility and prayer, 
will be found itsown reward. Even 
should the particular prophecy which 
called forth the effort be considered 
at last inscrutable, yet the incidental 
benefit will often be considerable ; as 
the young men in the ancient fable 
who carefully dug their paternal in- 
heritance over and over again in 
search of a hidden treasure, though 
they were disappointed in their im- 
mediate research, were yet amply 
rewarded by an abundant harvest, on 
which they had not calculated. And 
to add but one use more of the de- 
vout study of prophecy, it will not be 
without important benefit if only it 
teach us to be humble and not to 
trust vainly to our own understand- 
ings; a result strictly appropriate 
from the striking exhibition which 
prophecy affords of the infinite wis- 
dom and mysteriousness of the Di- 
vine purposes and the ignorance and 
feebleness of short-sighted man. But 
upon this and some kindred points, 
it will not be necessary totouch at 
present, as they will naturally pres- 
ent themselves in my concluding pa- 
per, in which I shall endeavonr to 
suggest a few directions ond cautions 
for studying the prophecies with ad- 
vantage. M. P. 
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CHURCH LANDS IN VERMONT. 


The following report relates to a 
matter which has excited much in- 
terest throughout the Union. We 
must postpone to the next number, 
the remarks of the Committee. 
These two papers will be found to 
contain a full and satisfactory expla- 
nation of this subject. 


REPORT OF THE AGENTS. 


To the Convention of the Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Vermont, 
now convened at Middlebury, the 
undersigned Agents and Attorneys 
of the Incorporated Society estab- 
lished at London for the propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, for 
recovering the possession of their 
lands in the State of Vermont, and 
appropriating the avails thereof for 
the support of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in said State, in compli- 
ance with the request contained in 
your resolution of the 24th inst. 
cheerfully give to the Convention 
the following information relating to 
said lands :— 

By the Charters of most of the 
Townships in this State issued by the 
Governor of New-Hampshire, one 
Right in each Township was grant- 
ed to the Incorporated Society estab- 
lished at London for the propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
Soon after the issuing of the Char- 
ters, and befure the Towns were 
generally settled, the Revolution in- 
tervened, by which the Territory be- 
came independent of Great Britain. 
Soon after the Treaty of Peace, to 
wit, on the 20th May, 1785, the So- 
ciety, knowing they were vested 
with property ‘n the late American 
Colonies, and that their title thereto 
was secured to them by the Treaty 
of ’83, passed the following resolu- 
tion. “ Resolved, That the Secre- 
tary do write to some one or more 
members of the Church of England 
in each ef the States of America, in 
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which the Society has any property, 
to take all proper care in securing 
said property, and further to inform 
such persons, that it is the intenticn 
of the Society to make over all such 
property to the use of the Episcopal 
Church in that Country, in whatev- 
er manner or form, after communica- 
tion with the several Governments, 
shall appear most effectual for that 
purpose.” A copy of the foregoing 
resolution having been transmitted to 
the principal Episcopalians, in the 
United States, measures were imme- 
diately taken by the Church in the 
State of New-Hampshire, to procure 
the lands belonging to the Society in 
that State, consisting of a Right in 
most of the Towns, granted in the 
same forn. as were the Townships in 
this State. And they soon after pro- 
cured from the Society a conveyance 
to Messrs. Adams and Sheaf, or 
rather procured a Power of Attor- 
ney to them, authorizing them to re- 
cover possession of the Lands in the 
name of the Society, and to appro- 
priate the Rents and Profits to the 
support of the Church in that State. 
Suits were afterwards commenced by 
said Agents, to recover possession of 
the Lands in the State Courts, and 
in the Court of the United States, 
and recoveries had in both. It does 
not appear by the Journals of the 
Convention in this State, that any 
thing was done by the Church, to» 
wards procuring the Lands from the 
Society until the Month of Septem- 
ber, 1794, when the Convention ap- 
pointed a Committee to make appli- 
cation to the Society for the Lands, 
consisting of the Rev. Bethuel Chit- 
tenden, the Rev. Daniel Barber, the 
Rev. J. C. Ogden, Messrs. Eleazer 
Baldwin, Truman Squier, Matthew 
Lyon and Ebenezer Marvin. It ap- 
pears that this Committee made ap- 
plication for the Lands to the Socie- 
ty through their Agent, Col. John 
A. Graham, but were unsuccessful. 
It does not appear that any further 
step was taken by the Church, to 
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obtain said Lands, until the meeting 
of the Convention at Arlington, in 
the year 1805, when the Conven- 
tion directed their Standing Commit- 
tee to take further steps to obtain the 
Society Lands in Vermont ; and ap- 
pointed on said Committee the Rev. 
Bethuel Chittenden, the Rev. Abra- 
ham Bronson, Daniel Chipman, 
Traman Squier, Martin Roberts and 
Anson J. Sperry, Esqs. This Com- 
mittee also made application to the 
Society for their Lands in this State, 
but failed in their application as ap- 
pears by a letter from the Secretary 
of the Society to Bishop Moore, 
through whom the application was 
made bearing date Nov. 30, 1508. 
‘Phe reason why this application was 
unsuccessful, is perfectly obvious 
from the following extract from said 
letter. “ There have been indeed a 
variety of applications from the 
Srate of Vermont, so different in 
their object and design, that the So- 
ciety could not comply with any of 
them, desirous as they are to extend 
the cause of religion to the utmost of 
their power.” No farther steps 
were taken to obtain the Lands, un- 
til the year 1811, when the Rev. 
Abraham Bronson and Anson J. 
Sperry, Esq. delegates from this 
State, to the General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcepal Church of 
the United States, holden at New- 
Haven, in Connecticut, in the month 
of May, obtained a resolution of the 
Convention, directing Bishop White, 
the Presiding Bishop of the House of 
Bishops, to write to the Society in 
London, in behalf of the Conven- 
tion, and inform them, that the 
Church in Vermont was regularly 
organized and under the care of the 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, and 
thata Board of Trustees of Dona- 
tions to the Church had been in- 
corporated in Massachusetts, and 
that it wus the opinion of the Con- 
vention that their Lands in Vermont 
‘might safely be conveyed to such 
Agents and Attorneys as might be 


Church Lands in Vermont. 


{|UOcr. 


recommended by said Board of 
Trustees, and approved of by the 
Convention of Vermont. In pursu- 
ance of the above resolution, such 
letter was written by Bishop White, 
and on the recommendation of the 
leading Church people in Vermont, 
the said Trustees in Boston on the 
5th day of June, 1815, recommend- 
ed the present Agents, and this re- 
commendation was approved of by 
the Convention of this State holden 
at Arlington on the 28th day of the 
same June. ‘he Agents thus ap- 
pointed, by order of the Convention, 
immediately transmitted all the pa- 
pers and documents relating to the 
application to the Society for the 
lands, to the Hon. and Rev. Charles 
Stewart, who then resided in the Pro- 
vince of Canada, and was about to 
visit London. This extraordinary 
man, was one of the Scottish Nobility, 
who had taken Orders in the Church, 
and whose piety and zeal in promot- 
ing her interest, had prompted him to 
cross the ocean, and to place himself 
in that part of the Province of Lower 
Canada which borders on this State, 
and there spend his time and his in- 
come in forming Churches,and in vis- 
iting the families in that new-settled 
country and giving them moral and 
religious instruction. The influence 
of such a man, the Agents were sure, 
would remove that jealousy and sus- 
picion, which the society had imbi- 
bed, in relation to the Church in 
Vermont. In this they were not 
disappointed. A power of Attorney 
was executed by the Society bearing 
date the 5th day of December, 1816, 
authorizing the Agents and Attorn- 
eys, “to sue for and recover pos- 
session of said Lands, and for and 
in the name of said Society to lease 
them or any part of them, to such 
person or persons, and for such term 
or number of years, and at and un- 
der such yearly and other rent, as 
they, or a majurity of them should 
think fit and proper, and also to sue 
for, recover and receive all rents, in- 
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comes and profits which then were 
or should become due and owing to 
said Society. 

The power given tothe Agents to 
appropriate the rents and profits is 
as follows, to wit. “ There shall be 
appropriated such parts and shares 
of such incomes and profits as the 
Agenis and Attorneys shall judge 
just and proper to the use and bene- 
fit of such person as may be elected 
and canonically consecrated to the 
office of Bishop over the said State 
of Vermont, and to the use and ben- 
fit of his successors in the office of 
Bishop in said State, and the remain- 
ing incomes and profits of said Lands 
to be appropriated to the use and 
support of a Clergyman and his suc- 
cessors of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in each of said Townships, 
when a Church shall be formed there- 
in, and the worship of God perform- 
ed according tothe Liturgy of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. And in 
such Towns where no Church shall 
be established as aforesaid, the re- 
maining income, rents and profits to 
the support of Clergymen, building 
of Churches, defaying the expense of 
suits for the recovery of said lands, 
and the incomes and profits thereof, 
and for such other uses and purposes 
as the said Agents and Attorneys 
shall judge will best conduce to the 
welfare of the Church in said State 
of Vermont, and to do all other acts 
and things concerning the premises, 
as fully, in every respect, as the 
said Society can or could do. And 
one or more Attorneys under them 
for the purposes aforesaid, to make, 
and again at their pleasure revoke.” 

After the receipt of the foregoing 
power of Attorney, the Agents wait- 
ed until well advised respecting the 
title of the Society, before they com- 
menced any suit fer the recovery of 
the Lands. When satisfied that the 
fee of the Land was in the Society, 
and that they must recover possession 
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of them in a Court of Law, the A- 
gents caused an Action of Ejectment 
to be commenced before the Circuit 
Court of the United States, against 
the Town of New-Haven, and Wil- 
liam Wheeler, their tenant on a lot 
iaidto the Society Right in that 
Town. The object of the Agents 
in commencing the suit against the 
Town of New-Haven, in preference 
to any other Town, was, that they 
were sure the suit would be 
defended to the utmost, and carried 
to the Supreme Court of the United 
States for a final decision, that all 
further litigation might be prevented. 
In this they were not disappointed. 
The Town of New Haven employ- 
ed counsel to defend the suit, and 
while pending in the Circuit Court, 
made application to the Legislature, 
who appointed an Agent to defend 
the suit and made a liberal appropri- 
ation of money to defray the expense. 
The counsel for the Society and the 
counse! employed by the State on 
the part of the defendants, united in 
taking such a course with the suit, 
that a final decision might be had 
therein by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, which should satisfy 
all parties in relation to the title of 
the Society to these Lands, and thus 
prevent further litigation. With 
this view it was agreed that a special 
virdict should be drawn up, embra- 
cing all the material facts; and it 
was further agreed, that, if, on the 
argument of the case, before the Su- 
preme Court, it should appear that 
any material facts on either side had 
been omitted, they should be added 
to the special verdict. Mr. Hopkin- 
son of Philadelphia, argued the cause 
for the Society, and Mr Webster of 
Boston, for the defendants, and both 
were satisfied that the special verdict 
embraced all the material facts in the 
case. The cause was argued in the 
winter of 1822, and taken under con- 
sideration by the Court until the last 
term of the Supreme Court, wh. 
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judgment was rendered for the plain- An abstract of the Journals of the 


tiffs by six Judges, one Judge dissen- 
ting. 

The Agents are therefore confi- 
dent that all further litigation would 
be useless, and that it will not be ne- 
cessary to resort to any further act- 
ions of Ejectment. 

On the 30th of April last, the A- 
gents met at Middlebury, to take 
measures for leasing the lands, and 
although satisfied that they could re- 
cover all the prior rents which had 
been paid to the Towns, yet under 
all the cirecnmstances it was unani- 
mously agreed to lease them to the 
present tenants,without requiring the 
payment of the rents which had be- 
come payable before the decision of 
the Supreme Court was made known. 
That the buildings and betterments 
made on the lands by the tenant, 
should be considered as his, and the 
land be leasedto him at a rent pro- 
portioned to the value of the land, 
without reference to the buildings 
and betterments made by him; but 
this on condition that the Tenant 
surrender his lease from the Town, 
so as to cut off all claim of his against 
the town. 

Agents were also appointed in the 
different counties authorized to exe- 
cute leases in the name of the Socie- 
ty, aud it is confidently believed that 
leas*s will be taken of the lands, and 
no further sum expended in hopeless 
litigation. 

In relation to the probable income 
ofthe lands, the Agents cannot at 
present give any satisfactory inform- 
ation We believe that the annual 
income will amount to Four Thous- 
and, and that it will not exceed Five 
Thousaud Dollars. 

AsagaHaM Bronson, 

Da .1eL Cu PMin, 

Anson J. Sperry. 
Middlebury, June 26th 1823. 


No. £.—it isnecsssary to remark that 
the onl: remaining Agent, the Rt. Rev. 
Alexander V. Griswold, was unable to 
attend the State Convention, and that 
bis signature is, therefore necessarily 
wanting. 


Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, of the Dio- 
cese of Connetcut, held at 
Meriden, June 4th, 1823. 


The Convention was attended by 
che Rt. Rev. Dr. Brownell, about 
40 Clergymen, and 45 Lay Dele- 
gates. 

The Rev. B. G. Noble declined 
being considered a candidate for re- 
election to the office of Secretary. 
The Rev. Menzies Rayner was elec- 
ted Secretary, and John Lawrence 
Lewis, Esq. Assistant Secretary. 

The Kev. B. G. Noble, from the 
Committee on the Constitution, re- 
ported, that Certificates of its adop- 
tion had been received from 48 
Parishes. 

Agreeably to the 45th Canon of 
the General Convention, the Rt. 
Rev. T. C. Brownell delivered his 
annual Address. See page 215. 

The fifth annual Report of the 
Board of direction of the Society, 
for the promotion of Christian 
knowledge. 

The Board of. direction of the 


Society, for the promotion of Chris- 
tian knowledge, beg leave to report : 

That since the last annual meeting 
of the Convention, their funds have 
been exclusively devoted to the sup- 
port of Missionaries in such parts of 
the Diocese, as seemed to require 


the aid of their labours. These 
have been employed chiefly in the 
eastern and western sections of the 
State, and have been already success- 
ful in reviving parishes which were 
ina state of temporary depression, 
and in gathering new congregations 
where none had hitherto been for- 
med. With a view of extending 
the benefits of their labours, the 
Board think it advisable still to con- 
fine their appropriations to Mis- 
sionary objects, unlessit be a small 
sum for Prayer-Books, to be put in- 
to the hands of the Missionaries for 
the use of new or destitute congre- 


gations. It will appear by the re- 
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port of the treasurer, herewith pre- 
sented, that the contributions tor 
the Society have been more general, 
than at any former period, and that 
much aid has been received from the 
Auxiliary Societies which have 
been formed in many parishes.— 
While the Board express the ardent 
hope, that these contributions may 
continue to increase, they would 
earnestly urge a farther extension of 
the Auxiliary Societies : for to 
these, composed in many cases of 
the young and active members of the 
Church, they confidently believe they 
may look, for a steady and regular 
income, which, in time, will be suf- 
ficient to meet the important objects 
of the institution. 

The subject of the Constitution 
was referred to the Rev. Dr. Bron- 
son, and the Rev. B. G. Noble 

The consideration of the Canons 
reported in 1821, was defered until 
the next Convention. 

The Committee appointed to pro- 
vide funds for printing the Journals 
of the State and General Conven- 
tions, made the following report : 

That they find the sum to be rai- 
sed, is about $200, and that no mea- 
sure seemed to them so equitable as 
that of assessing each parish, ac- 
cording to its ability, to be estimated 
by the salary given to its Rector or 
Minister. They therefore recom- 
mend, that each parish be assessed 
at the rate of fifty cents on every 

100, which said parish pays its 

ector, and that the Clergyman, or 
in case of vacancy, the Wardens of 
each Parish, be requested to trans- 
mit to a treasurer, to be appointed 
by this Convention, the sums thus 
assessed on their respective parishes. 

The Committee appointed to set- 
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tle with the parishes in the Diocese 
which had not paid their assessment 
for the Bishop’s Fund, 

Report ; That in pursuance of the 
authority given to them at the last 
Convention, to appoint an agent to 
visit the parishes, and to make a 
settlement of the arrearages of said 
assessments, they appointed the 
Rev. Stepken Jewit to attend to the 
business Discretionary orders were 
given to the Agent, to make an equi- 
table settlement under the present 
circumstances of the parishes, and 
he has been indefatigable in his ne- 
gociations, by letters and repeated 
visits. The result of his exertions 
and those of the Committee, is as 
follows : In notes from several Par- 
ishes, $215; in cash, $647. The 
whole amounts to the sum of $862, 
which will be accounted for with the 
treasurer of the Bishop’s fund. The 
Agent is in a train of negotiation 
with several of the remaining par- 
ishes, and with the approbation of 
the Convention, the Committee will 
continue their exertions to complete 
the settlement. 

Respectfully submitted. 

PuiLo SHELTON, 

Asnbet Batpwin, > Committee. 

S. W. Jounson, 

The Rev. T. Bronson, D. D., 
the Rev. Asa Cornwall, and the Rev. 
Harry Croswell, were appointed the 
Standing Committee for the ensuing 
year. 

No Report was received from the 
treasurer of the Society, for the 
promotion of Christian knowledge ; 
but it is understood that the disposa- 
ble fund for the ensuing year, is a- 
bout $600. 

An abstract of the Missionary 
reports will be found in a future 
number. 
















































































































Duty of Christians to each other, and to the World. [Oci 
Baptisms| 2 2('3 |= (= 
| ei eiz 13 |8 

( burches Towns | Rectors,&c. (3 > 5 | 2 j= {= s 
= & SIP OO lz [2 
| [SEB IaiSis |e |e 
ig @ ~je/s(5 

Christ Vorwich |S. Paddock j21) 7/28, 5/11) 69, 63)17 
St. Lukes ilastenbury ~—|N. B. Burgess 8 4) 33; 50) 5 
Litchfield it ‘a ‘ | ag! 17]17/ 142 129117 
St. Panls sharon iG. * Andrews | | 81 
St. Johns Kent oO. al 57], 
St. Andrews | New Preston do. | ay sl 
salisbury do. 
‘anaan wa 
“‘ornwall | 126 
‘toshen 
Oxford Garfield ; {16 7 68 15 
Christ truilford D. Baldwin 69 
St. Johns North Guilford do. 14} 9 38) L00)10 
Union “llingworth do. 32 
Trinity ew Haven H. Croswell 73' 5178]17|31\446| [57 
St. Andrew | Meriden R. Ives | | 60; 50} 2 
serlin 2 
Woodbury S. Gilbert 21 6\27| 7| | 58| 60) 6 
-oxbury do. 5| 4} | 40) 40 7 
Vashington do. 9| 4/13 16; 20) 4 
) :ethlehem do. 7| 3/10 18} 18 
St. Pauls Wallingford J. Keeler 7; 1) 8} 2 41| 28 3 
‘ashua H. R. Judah 221 3 69! 
Christ -tratford A. Baldwin 14115; |110' 96.34 
St. Johns |New Milford ({B. Benbam 12] 7; | 53, 60 8 
srook field do. 24/7 | 76) 75) 2 
St. Johns Essex \P. G. Clarke 13) 3,16] 4° 6} 30) 35 
St. Johns |‘Varehousepoint, W- I. Bulkley 1) 2 3) | 8 33 5 
Christ Woodbridge C. Prindle | 9 4 70} 90 9 
St. Peters [Hebron W m Jarvis 8} 1 91 1 | 25) 55 3 
St. Stephens |East- Haddam do. 3 35| 50 2 
Trinity Fairfield P. Shelton 15} 4 | 70 5 
St. Johns Bridgeport do. 15| 420)100 5 
Christ Hartford N.S. Wheaton (15) 3:18 616/15 15 
St. Peters [Huntington M. Rayner 1610 |100' '11 
FE. & W. Haven|!. Perry 14) 4 3) 68 97 7 
St. Pet &Mat.|Plymouth R. Rossiter 20 7 {180, 7114 
Trinity Newtown D. Burhans 3116 (300 (39 
Christ Middletown  (B. G. Noble 9 4 61120; 96.10 
Bridge» ater B. Northrop 7 1} 21) 30 7 
Trinity Brooklin L B. Hull 3) 13} 12 3 
St. Matthews] Wilton 0. P. Holcomb 14 6 | 9 
St. James [Derby S. Jewette 11 9/31) 60} 89 6 
Union Humpbreysville do. 2\ 442) 50) (6 
St. Pauls Norwalk R. Sherwood 160/120, 
St. Peters Cheshire {T. Bronson . | | 601 96 
— 

Forthe Chorchman’s Magazine. with whom we associate in this life, 

is contradicted both by reason and 


The idea that we have no inter- 
est in, and therefore are bound to 
make no exertions for the spiritual 
and eternal welfare of those persons 





the precepts of divine revelation. 
We are constituted by nature for the 
full enjoyment of all the sweets of so- 
cial intercourse. The religion which 
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we profess evinces its social princi- 
ple, by inculcating that interchange 
of friendly offices, which is so neces- 
sary to human happiness. Our so- 
cial enjoyments depend chiefly upon 
the moral purity and rectitude of 
our associates. Error in religivus 
principles and viciousness of life, 
not only mar these enjoyments, but 
they have a powerful tendency to 
weaken our mutual confidence, and 
to diminish, if not in the end to in- 
terrupt the satisfaction of social con- 
verse. In this life we are ever expo- 
sed to sin and error, both from our 
natural imperfection, and from the 
influence of example and tempta- 
tion. Hence arises the necessity, 
that they who are associated togeth- 
er by the ties of nature and religion, 
of affection and principle, shou! d ex- 
ercise a constant and watchful soli- 
citude over each other, lest any one, 
an object of tender love on account 
of some interesting relation, should 
fall into error and sin. Hence, also, 
it becomes their duty to encourage 
each other in the profession& practice 
of the truth, and when one has been so 
unhappy as to fall into sin, to make 
zealous and fait! ful exertions to 
bring him back from the error of his 
way. 

This duty is most clearly implied 
in James v. 19,20. The ground on 
which we are encouraged to perform 
it, is thus mentioned in terms which 
must recommend it to the practice of 
every christian who has any correct 
idea of the value of immortal souls, 
or who duly appreciates the mutual 
confidence and satisfaction, resulting 
from the moral and religious recti- 
tude of these with whom we associ- 
ate. Brethrenif any of you do err 
from the truth, and one convert him, 
let him know that he which convert- 
etha sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death 
and hide a multitude of sins. 

The duty which the apostle has 
thus inculcated, however painful in 
particular instances, is most interest- 


Duty of Christians to each other, and to the World. 
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ing in its nature ; and when we con- 
template what may be its consequen- 
ces in timeand in eternity, one which 
to the pious and benevolent mind 
musteverbe most delightful. The 
motive by which he encourages chris- 
tians to perform this amiable office, 
is the assurance that God will smile 
upon these exertions with his favour 
and blessing. 

This duty, though it now rests 
chiefly upon the authority of the sa- 
cred volume, may be said to have its 
origin in our relation to each other 
as men and as christian brethren. 
Its importance may be further evinc- 
ed by the consideration of our natu- 
ral imperfection and tendency to 
self-delusion, by the various dangers 
and temptatfons which beset our 
path and by the inevitable decline of 
moral and religious rectitude, when 
it is neglected. These considera- 
tions would seem to render it unne- 
cessary to prove, that it is our duty 
to exert ourselves for the conversion 
of those who are living in sin, or 
who, haviug embraced the truths, 
have departed from it, were it not 
that by far the greater number of 
christians, even of those who, we 
have every reason to believe are sin- 
cerely so, in fact make no exertions 
and appear to feel no great solicitude 
on the subject. They are content 
that others, and even their dearest 
friends, should go on sinning against 
God day after day and year after 
year, if they can only satisfy their 
conscience, with respect to their own 
state and character. They appear 
not to be actuated by any love of 
souls, or any solicitude for their sal- 
vation. They look upon their future 
and immortal interests with a frigid 
indifference. Though they know 
them to be living without God in the 
world, and therefore, to be treasur- 
ing up for themselves wrath against 
the day of wrath, yet no one warn- 
ing voice is raised, nor one anima- 
ted exertion made. Is this consist- 
ent with the spirit of our religion = 
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Is it compatible with the value which 
we ought to place upon the privile- 
ges and blessings of the Gospel ? Is 
it reconcilable with our own actual 
interest in the great salvation which 
it proclaims tothe world? How is 
it possible for genuine Christians to 
see their fellow creatures, their 
brethren, and even those who are 
most dear to them, regardless of the 
state of their souls, living in error 
and the daily commission of sin ; 
thus travelling on the road to eternal 
perdition, without feeling themselves 
called upon to make every exertion 
to convince them of their folly and 
danger, and to convert them from 
the error of their ways. 

This duty was practised with 
great diligence and fidelity by the 
patriarchs and prophets of former 
days. And the primitive christians, 
animated by the spirit of the Gos- 
pel, and urged by the reproaches of 
their enemies, and by their constant 
exposure to difficulties and dangers, 
exercised a godly jealousy over each 
other, mutually endeavouring, in the 
discharge of this duty, to correct 
each other’s faults, and to preserve 
the integrity of their faith and virtue. 
If Christians will not, at the present 
time, bear the free and faithful dis- 
charge of this duty, with the spirit 
and temper that they did in the ear- 
ly age of Christianity, when it exci- 
ted gratitude, strengthened the 
cords of affection, and cemented the 
love and unity of the followers of 
our blessed master, much is un- 
doubtedly to be attributed to its long 
and general neglect, and to the pride, 
the self-conceit, and the false princi- 
ples of the present age. When one 
ef our number errs from the truth, 
does it excite, on our part, any deep 
and active solicitude? Do we en- 
deavour to convert him from the er- 
ror of his way, and restore him to 
soundness of faith and rectitude of 
practice? Do we entreat him to 
tarn and live? Do we intercede 


Ordination, &c. 
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for him at the throne of grace? 
Were this duty to be performed by 
Christians generally, its benign ten- 
dency would be perceived and own- 
ed. The careless and slothful would 
be awakened. The _ impenitent 
would be alarmed, the flame of pie- 
ty and devotion would be enkindled 
anew, and perpetuated with increa- 
sing ardor. The doctrines of sal- 
vation would be a more favourite 
theme, as well in the social circle as 
in retirement ; and the world and 
its follies would occupy less of our 
thoughts, and be less a topic of con- 
versation in our daily intercourse. 
We should witness more enlightened 
zeal and devotedness to the cause of 
Christianity ; general and devout 
observance of the Sabbath, more 
instances of growth in grace and 
godliness, and fewer errors and 
faults among the professors of Jesus 
Christ. 
B. C. 


oe 


Ordination.—On the 24th Au- 
gust, in Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
Mr. Bowman of. Wilkesbarre, was 
admitted by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, to the holy order of deacons. 


ee 


Consecration.—In August last, 
St. James’ Church, near Stanton, 
Del. was consecrated to the worship 
of Almighty God, by the Right Rev. 
Bishop White, of Pennsylvania. 
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Bishop Brownell acknowledges 
the receipt of 50 dollars in the month 
ef December last, and the further 
sum of 50 dollars in August of the 
present year, from the Ladies’ Soci- 
ety in Middletown, to be approptia- 
ted to Missionary purposes within 
the Diocese. 











